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lenge and inform and reform our faith. For if we 
claim this book, the Bible, to be the word of God for 
s, inspired by the Holy Spirit, then ought we to allow 
that God still has much to teach us from it. I hope 
this brief series on the pastoral epistles hasn’t put 
you to sleep too much over the past few weeks.  
 
But I’ll share with you that reading Jude reminded 
me this morning of why I have enjoyed doing these 
so much—for the same reason I did the sea adven-
tures in Acts earlier this summer. One of the greatest 
joys for me of being a Christian, one of the biggest 
reasons I think that I don’t get bored showing up to 
church Sunday after Sunday preparing sermons on 
the same old book for the past 312 Sundays now, is 
that God is always teaching me something new in 
my faith. Showing me there’s more to learn, more to 
discover, that I don’t have it all down, all figured 
out, all fit into a nice, neat box. The Christian faith is 
a lifelong journey of learning and growing more 
Christ-like with each step. May Jude inspire us to 
keep learning and growing in our faith, trusting that 
God’s word is still living, still active, and still has 
much to teach us wherever we find ourselves along 
this Christian path. We might call such a thing 
our strategy for the faithful. 
 
Now, as Jude concludes his letter, to Christ be all 
glory, majesty, dominion and power, before all time, 
and now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
                   
 



we are able to get out of it, in part because they 
knew the scriptures by heart, they knew the stories 
he referenced, they knew the characters and the 
places so that when Jude says “Woe to the 
ones  who go the way of Cain,” they knew exactly 
what Jude was warning them about. Not a bad 
strategy for the faithful. 
 
I love the story Roger Nishioka tells about two 
teens going to Montreat youth conference. One 
was invited by her church going friend. "I don't 
know if I should go. I don't even own a Bible or 
know about it anyway." The church going friend ex-
claimed, "It's a Presbyterian youth conference! You 
don't need a Bible!" 
 
I think one of the challenges for us as Christians, no 
matter which denomination or where we fall along 
the theological spectrum, and no matter how long 
we’ve been following Christ, is to recognize that we 
still have a lot to learn about our faith. What is your 
strategy for learning more about our faith? How 
can we at the church help you? So often our beliefs 
about God and our faith are formed somewhat nar-
rowly by reading the scriptures we like, the ones we 
find comforting or exciting or familiar. By listening 
to preachers and Sunday school teachers with 
whom we easily agree, and tuning out when we 
don’t. I know I’m guilty of it, too. Not much strate-
gy there, just doing the same thing over and over 
in the echo chambers of our own comfort. 
 
But I think Jude sits here as a reminder that there is 
still much we don’t know. Stories left to read. Peo-
ple left to learn about. Scriptures left that can chal-
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We end our journey through the pastoral epistles in 
the New Testament this morning with Jude, the sec-
ond to last book of the Bible. Weighing in at a 
mere 25 verses, it’s easy to skip right over it on the 
way to all the excitement and intrigue of Revela-
tion. And indeed, that’s exactly what our lectionary 
does with this little book. Not one verse from it 
shows up in the entire three year cycle. 
This short epistle claims to have been written by 
someone named Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and 
the brother of James.  
 
If it were written by a Jude we’ve run into before in 
Scripture, we have several from which to choose. If 
you flip to Mark 6:3, we’ll see Jesus had brothers 
named James and Jude. If this Jude were the brother 
of Jesus, though, it seems like that’s the kind of thing 
you might want to mention in the letter.  
 
There was also an outstanding prophet named Jude 
who we run across in Acts 6. And then of course 
there’s the unlikely candidate of Judas Iscariot who 
betrayed Jesus, Jude being a common variation of 
Judas. Given some of the references made in the let-
ter, and the style of Greek in which it was written, 
though, it seems much more likely to have been 
penned somewhere outside of Palestine, and proba-
bly later in the first century or early in the second.  
 



In the end there’s not really enough clear evidence 
in the letter to give us much to go on about who 
wrote it, or to whom it was written. It’s just a gen-
eral letter addressed to some early Christians warn-
ing them about some of the dangers of let-
ting their faith slip, or the term we might be a little 
more familiar with in the south here—
backsliding. That and watching out for false teach-
ers who were often seen as a real threat in the early 
church. 
 
But I think one of the reasons this letter never 
shows up once in our lectionary is also because 
there just doesn’t seem to be much in it from 
which to preach. "Don’t listen to false teachers, and 
keep on the straight and narrow path of Jesus." 
There—I’ve just told you pretty much everything 
Jude has to say. Not too terribly interesting, espe-
cially when set against some of the beautiful lan-
guage of love and reconciliation we find in Paul, or 
the exciting miracles of the gospels, not to mention 
the fascinating imagery that begins if you flip to 
the next page after Jude in your Bible and start 
reading Revelation. 
 
But there is something else about Jude that is in-
teresting to me, and I hope to you. And that’s the 
sheer number of references to other people and 
events he makes in this short little letter. In these 
25 verses, Jude mentions Jesus Christ, Moses, 
Enoch, Adam, Cain, Balaam, Korah, and Michael the 
Archangel.  
 
Now even if you don’t know your Bible at all, 
you’ve probably at least heard of Jesus Christ. And 
you might know the story of Moses just from see-

ing Charlton Heston play him in the Ten Com-
mandments movie. But then there’s Adam, the an-
cestral father of humanity, the great spiritual 
grandfather of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  
 
And then there’s Cain, who killed his brother Abel 
back in Genesis out of jealousy. There’s also 
Enoch, the ancient saint who was taken up to be 
with God without experiencing death in Genesis 
5. There’s also Balaam whom you might remember 
from the story of the talking donkey that saved his 
life in Numbers 22. 
 
Then there’s Korah. I had no idea who he was until 
I looked him up. He shows up in Numbers 16 
as the leader of a rebellion against Moses.  
And many of us may recall the archangel Gabriel 
from the Christmas story, but Jude reminds us of 
Michael, the angel who shows up both in Daniel 
and Revelation. Now if a couple of those names 
didn’t sound familiar to you when Jude mentioned 
them, fear not.  
 
For as I said, at least one of them stumped your 
minister, too, even after sitting through quite a few 
Bible classes over the years. But I guess that’s ex-
actly why I find this little book of Jude so intri-
guing. Because, even if we take nothing else away 
from Jude, I think we at least end up with a remind-
er of how important it is to keep at the hard work 
of  learning the Bible, of making ourselves familiar 
with more and more of the story of God found in 
these pages. 
 
Jude was able to write the letter he did, and proba-
bly to communicate a lot more to his readers than 


