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We pray especially for people and situations close to us at the forefront 
of our minds, for those fighting for life, battling disease, dealing with 
transition, doing their best to cope. For these whose needs are great.... 
Lord, hear our prayers. 
 
On this special World Communion Sunday, we pray that your Spirit of 
peace would bring us closer together in Jesus Christ. We remember that 
sacred night long ago when he gathered his disciples in the upper room 
and gave them a new command to love as he loved them. O God, in a 
world so enticed by power rather than service and evil rather than love, 
turn us back to you and give us a fresh understanding of Jesus' invitation 
to love.  Help us to resist idolatry and to welcome you. May the bread 
we break and the cup we bless become the holy sacrament of your grace 
today. Draw us closer together and to you and help us discover healing 
and hope. Lord today as we recommit ourselves to being your people, 
to walking in your ways, and to following your commandments, guide us 
to know that you love us for who we are and not for the sum total of 
what we do. Daily you offer us mercy and equip us for faithfulness.  
Keep us faithful. Teach us to seek you. Grant us your mighty Spirit and 
the courage to follow where you lead. We pray in the name of Christ our 
triumphant and living Lord. Amen. 
 
 



tells the story of a time he preaches at a little country church, and 
afterwards a lady invites him to lunch.  She recently lost her spouse 
and lived alone.  They went to her home, and she told Fred, “Go into 
the den and read the paper or watch TV.  I’ll have the food ready in a 
minute.”  She put on her apron and busied herself in the dining room.   
Fred said he went in the dining room and said, “Now, don’t fix up all 
this.  We eat in the kitchen at home.”  She then pulled out the drawer 
of the buffet or sideboard or whatever you call it.  She took out nap-
kins, linen napkins.  She put a beautiful, handmade tablecloth on the 
table.  Then she opened the beautiful china cabinet with the curved 
glass and took out stemmed glasses.  She wiped the dust out of the 
glasses, and Fred said, “We eat in the kitchen at home.  You don’t need 
to bother…”  She went right on. “Look,” Fred says, “We eat in the 
kitchen at home.  I mean it’s just the two of us.  You don’t need 
to do all of this.” The lady turns to Fred and with a level gaze says, 
“Will you shut up and sit down?” “I suppose I will,” Fred says. 
“Do you have any idea what it is like fixing a meal for one?” she asks. 
And so they ate in the dining room with stemmed glasses and linen.   
It was a beautiful moment of God's grace. 
(Source: Craddock Stories, edited by Mike Graves and Richard Ward, 
Chalice Press, St. Louise, MO (2001) p. 55) 
 
There is a table set for us today.  We are not dining in the kitchen.   
This is not a fast-food meal.  This feast is a celebration of God’s love, a 
love that makes us who we are.  It is a meal of grace where we receive 
what God makes, what God calls good, where we remember all God 
does for us.  It is a supper of gratitude where we take in all God’s good-
ness and give sincere thanks. Let’s face our idols today and relish in 
God’s love.  
To God be the glory.  Amen. 
 

World Communion Sunday Prayer  
 
Almighty God, we praise you for the lives we live, for this community 
we call home, and for all the daily provisions of your love. Lord, hear 
our prayers for many undeserved blessings, for people who love us, 
friends who care, brothers and sisters in Christ who share our calling of 
service.  Enrich us all with your Spirit today. 
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“Covenant and Commandments” 
 
Words.  God speaks words to the people.  Words come before laws, be-
fore covenants, and commandments.  Love is God’s favorite word.  
Whenever I think of the 10 Commandments, I remember that wonderful 
scene from the Monty Pythom movie The Life of Bryan when Moses re-
ceives the three tablets of the law and presents them to the people, “I 
now present to you the fifteen commandments.”  He drops one of the 
tablets and it breaks into a zillion pieces, and Moses says, “Make that the 
ten commandments!” 
 
God speaks words of love through Moses to God’s people.  God reminds 
people that God rescues them from Pharaoh.  God rescues because God 
loves. God provides, God saves, and God cares all because God loves.   
God initiates the loving and saving.  People, including us, are winsomely 
invited to respond to God’s activity.  God intends and desires for all peo-
ple, individually and collectively, to be really, really thankful and to strive 
to live with gratitude and care.  Have you and I ever really considered 
how much love God puts behind the commandments?  
 
The first four words/commands/instructions relate to our relationship 
with God.  Because God saves us and loves us for no merit of our own, 
we honor God by only serving God, by not making idols, by not taking 
the Lord’s name in vain, and by honoring the Sabbath day and keeping it 
holy.  Then the next six commands relate to how we treat others.   
We honor our parents.  We shall honor life by not murdering.  We will 
honor our spouses by showing them loyalty. We will honor our neigh-
bors by not stealing from them. We will honor trust and the integrity 
of the community by not lying.  We will honor others by not wanting/
coveting what they have.   
 
There is so much we could say about God’s covenant and command-
ments, but for today I invite us to focus our attention on the concept of 
idolatry.  As we do, I am grateful for the study and work of Terence 
Fretheim on this lesson.   



He teaches that God gives these words/laws/commands out of a deep-
ly personal care for all people.  Our God, gifts us each and every one.   
It is a further expression or symbol of God’s saving grace!  He also 
points out that in the text there are no judicial consequences for 
breaking these laws.   
 
If you do not keep the Sabbath, you won’t get flogged.  The hope 
is to ground us in God’s grace as the primary way of inspiring and moti-
vating our love for God. What is idolatry?  “You shall have no other 
gods before me.”  In ancient times, people would make little golden 
statues of all sorts of things and literally worship them hoping for pro-
tection, blessing, a good harvest, and a little good luck.  Little animals, 
the busts or heads of political leaders are all fair game for idols.   
Fretheim challenges us to expand our thinking.  An idol is any person, 
place, or thing that we hold as more important than God.  *Maybe ask 
congregation to do something with cell phone or jewelry to make the 
point? Or wallet? Or purses? Idols can range from the large to the 
small.  From our homes and vehicles and boats and RVs to our jewelry, 
heirlooms, artwork, and items of hobbies.   
 
They can be our assets, our retirement accounts, investments, our 
land, rental properties, our businesses, our work.  They can be our 
friends and families, the people we love and trust more than God.  
They can be intangible things such as power, fame, influence, and the 
joy we find in what others think of us and how others have to or want 
to treat us.  In his book, The Wounded Healer, Henri Nouwen retells a 
tale from ancient India about idolatry. Four royal brothers decide each 
to master a special ability. Time passes, and the brothers meet to re-
veal what they learn. "I have mastered a science," says the first.  
"I can take but a bone of some creature and create the flesh that goes 
with it." The second says, "I know how to grow that creature's skin and 
hair if there is flesh on its bones." The third says, "I am able to create 
its limbs if I have flesh, the skin, and the hair." "And I," concludes 
the fourth, "know how to give life to that creature if its form is com-
plete." 
  
So the brothers venture into the jungle to find a bone so they could 
demonstrate their specialties.  The bone they find is a lion’s bone.   
One adds flesh to the bone, the second grows hide and hair, 

the third completes it with matching limbs, and the fourth gives the 
lion life. Shaking its mane, the ferocious beast arises and jumps on his 
creators, killing them all and vanishes contentedly into the jungle. 
  
Nouwen says we too have the capacity to create what can devour us.  
Goals and dreams can consume us. Possessions and property can turn 
and destroy us--unless we first seek God's kingdom and righteousness, 
and trust God to breathe into what we make of life. I am learning that 
idolatry can also be the language we use about God.  Our lofty ways of 
talking about God that arrogantly depict or suggest we have God all 
figured out.  We often associate God’s ways with our own culture, her-
itage, economics, political views, and think surely God must be on our 
side because we are successful, smart, and right.  Going there is play-
ing with the fire of idolatry. Ann Lamott says, “You can safely assume 
you've created God in your own image when it turns out that God 
hates all the same people you do.”  
 
Richard Rohr says, "I do not think you should get rid of your sin until 
you have learned what it has to teach you.” ― Richard Rohr, Falling 
Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life The idols of our day 
have something to teach us about God and ourselves.  Only you know 
deep down what your idols are.  Will you allow them to teach you?   
Will you seek the love, the grace, and the wisdom of God to help you 
work through them in order to serve God more fully and faithfully? 
World Communion Sunday is so important today, in part, because the 
liturgy, words, music, prayers and doing of the Lord’s Supper help us in 
our struggle against idolatry.  We remind one another today that God’s 
love stretches far beyond just our church, our denomination, our cul-
ture, our community, and our country.  We are careful with even our 
ideas and verbal images of God, for they too can be idolatrous.  We 
think we have God figured out or we reduce God to a fixed set of prop-
ositions, believing that with God things are settled. 
 
To make such claims is to play with the fire of idolatry. In our fast-
paced culture, we make idols of technology, of scientific discovery, or 
human achievement, of expediency, of speed, of how fast we can do 
some things! 
 
Rev. Fred Craddock 


