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caust Museum. Talk about a site of sacred remembrance, very moving, 
and many moments brought salty tears to my our eyes.  Near the end of 
our visit we walked through this display that brings to mind the love 
God’s people have for that sacred, symbolic remembering that Joshua 
describes.   
 
The display was of hundreds if not thousands of pairs of shoes.  Shoes of 
babies and children.  Shoes of teenagers and adults.  Shoes of every 
size and shape, many of them leather, and I cannot describe with words 
how the smell strikes a visitor when you move through the exhibit.   
 
Those shoes are a stark and sobering reminder of how human choices 
can either give life and hope to people and honor God or strip away life 
and hope and dishonor the Source of our lives.  These words appear on 
the wall over in the display:   
“We are the shoes, we are the last witnesses. We are shoes from grand-
children and grandfathers From Prague, Paris and Amsterdam, And be-
cause we are only made of fabric and leather And not of blood and flesh, 
Each one of us avoided the hellfire.” ― Moshe Szulsztein  
 
You and I become what we choose to focus on in life.  Let’s consider 
Joshua’s choice.  Let’s emulate the bold, faithful choice of God’s people 
long ago-to honor and serve the Lord. We are God’s witnesses.   
Let’s never forget the shoes. 
 
To God be the glory, 
now and forevermore.  Amen. 
 
Reference: Brent Strawn, “Commentary of Joshua 24,” 
www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx 
 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx


serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 19But Joshua said to the people, 
“You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; 
he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20If you forsake 
the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, 
and consume you, after having done you good.” 21And the people said 
to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” 22Then Joshua said to the peo-
ple, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the 
Lord, to serve him.”  And they said,"We are witnesses.” 23He said, 
“Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your 
hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24The people said to Joshua, 
“The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” 25So Joshua 
made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and or-
dinances for them at Shechem. 26Joshua wrote these words in the 
book of the law of God;and he took a large stone, and set it up there 
under the oak in the sanctuary of the Lord.”  (The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God!) Why do you think this second part of the story is so 
important?   I’ll give you a hint, a little clue.   
 
Think about the second part of verse 18.  God’s people respond to 
Joshua with these words.  Hear them again, “Therefore we also will 
serve the Lord, for he is our God.”  I love this thing that is happening 
among the people.  Faith is moving from personal piety to community 
ethics.  In other words, your faith is not just about your own personal 
relationship with God and the choices you make.  Your faith, our faith, 
is about how we connect and relate and love each other! I think Joshua 
clings to life to hear the people say the words they say.   
 
He dies at peace with God and has every assurance that a person this 
side of glory can have that his loved ones and friends are ready to face 
their future.  What about for you and for me and for us as a communi-
ty of Christians?  Are our choices just about what we want as individu-
als?  Or are we making choices because we care about God AND all our 
neighbors?   So Joshua places a stone of remembrance under the oak 
tree in the sanctuary as a reminder of how important God is to be in 
the choices of God’s people, people who are witnesses to the covenant 
and choose to live for God.   
 
A few months ago, Sarah and I went to Washington, D.C. for a preach-
ing conference.  One of the moving things we did was visit the Holo-
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“Joshua’s Choice” 
 
I want you to know that out of all the things you could choose to do to-
day—going to the beach, staying at home and having a lazy morning, 
playing tennis, visiting friends or family, or whatever— you made a 
choice to come here and worship God.  May God bless you for the choice 
of keeping our Lord’s Day holy!  We have many choices to make each 
day about the clothes we wear, the food we eat, how we will spend our 
money and time, the people we will have in our lives, and all of these 
choices, small and large, connect to our relationship with God.   
 
I invite us today to think about our choices and why we make them.   
Where is God in the decision making process?  Are we only consulting 
God when we are desperate?  In what ways can God become more a 
part of our daily choices to live lives of meaning and significance?  Josh-
ua’s choice for him and his household to serve the Lord is a stellar exam-
ple of what you and I are capable of each day.  Serving God is a daily 
choice and not always an easy one.   
 
God wants to be intimately and personally involved in your choices and 
mine.  In Jesus Christ, we see God’s choice for us, a choice of favor, of 
love, and of grace.  God says a resounding “Yes!” to the world in Jesus 
and absolutely delights when we recognize that grace and incorporate its 
riches into our daily choices.  Will you consider that for a moment? In 
thinking about choices, I love the little joke about the old fellow in a 
small community who is a great fisherman.  He always catches fish when 
no one else can.  The game warden asks if he can tag along with him one 
day, and the man says yes.  They go out on the lake in a small boat, and 
when they stop the old  man doesn’t take out rods and reels but gets out 
sticks of dynamite.  He lights a stick, tosses it in the water, and after it 
explodes fish come up to the surface, and he nets them for keeping.  The 
game warden exclaims, “Don’t you know this way of fishing is illegal?!”  
The old man lights another stick of dynamite, hands it to the game war-
den and says, “You’ve got a choice—are you gonna talk or are you gonna 
fish?” 



 
Biblical scholars point out that we must understand Joshua’s choice in 
its proper context.  The verse, “As for me and my household, we will 
serve the Lord” (24:15) has become so overused by people from 
bumper stickers to front door knockers, not to mention pillow covers 
and quilts, that many miss the full significance of the choice.  Many 
people memorize it but do so lifting it out of its context.  What is the 
context? Joshua is close to death, and he gathers God’s people togeth-
er, people who have lived through great sacrifice, significant suffering, 
and struggle to summon their obedience to God.   
 
The stakes could not be higher for Joshua and for God’s people.  Josh-
ua believes Israel’s future is bright, but he is wise enough to know that 
the current climate makes that future fragile.  The people need to 
come together.  The claim for people individually and as households 
to serve the Lord goes far beyond cute quilts, door knockers, kitchen 
plaques, and other Christian kitsch.  Can we imagine such a thing? 
Joshua’s speech is worth our reflection today.  Young and old, we have 
much to learn from Joshua’s choice to serve God.  Where in your life, 
where in my life, are we serving things less than God?   Where are we 
putting our individual lives, the life of our church, our community, our 
nation at risk?  Where can we learn from Joshua’s choice so that we 
can make wise, faithful choices? 
 
I remember the 1995 hit film, Dangerous Minds, based on a true story 
about high school teacher LouAnne Johnson (played by Michelle 
Pfeiffer) who makes a difference in the lives of inner-city students. 
In one scene, while LouAnne is in front of the class teaching, the stu-
dents are upset with her because they feel she ratted on three stu-
dents for fighting.  
 
LouAnne asks them if they want to discuss the issue. There is no re-
sponse. Fully calm and composed, she tells them if they feel so strong-
ly about it, they should leave the classroom. No one is forcing them. 
They can stay or leave. One of the students objects and tells her they 
don’t have a choice. "If we leave, we don’t get to graduate. If we stay, 
we have to put up with you!” 
 
LouAnne tells the student, “That’s a choice—not one they like, but it’s 
a choice.” Another student angrily objects and says, "Man, you don’t 
understand nothing. You don’t come from where we live. You’re not 

bussed here. You come and live in my neighborhood for one week, and 
then you come and tell me if you have a choice.” 
LouAnne, with a slight tinge of anger, firmly replies, "There are a lot of 
people who live in your neighborhood who choose not to get on that 
bus. What do they choose to do? They choose to go out and sell drugs.  
They choose to go out and kill people. They choose to do a lot of other 
things. But they choose not to get on that bus. The people who choose 
to get on that bus, which are you, are the people who are saying, 'I will 
not carry myself down to die; when I go to my grave, my head will be 
high.’ That is a choice.” Then in a slightly louder and angrier tone, she 
says, “There are no victims in this classroom!” The camera shows one 
student seriously considering her words. Another female student says, 
"Why do you care anyway? You’re just here for the money.” 
LouAnne quickly responds, “Because I make a choice to care, and hon-
ey, the money ain’t that good!” LouAnne in this movie is much like 
Joshua when he says: "as for me and my household, we will serve the 
LORD.” As people of faith, God calls us to be loyal to God and to God’s 
will, even when the majority all around us are turning away and relying 
on other gods. A friend shared with me the story about a colleague 
who decided to leave his current church and take a similar position in 
another church.  Without telling anyone he had made this choice or 
writing a letter to the congregation, the pastor waited until Sunday 
morning to announce his intention to leave saying to those in worship, 
"The same Jesus that called me to this church many years ago has now 
called upon me to leave and serve another church."   
Want to guess what happened next? The choir stands and sings, "What 
a Friend We Have in Jesus"! I shared with us a few moments ago that 
biblical scholars want us to remember that Joshua is at the end of his 
life and the stakes are so very high as God’s people consider the choice 
to serve God; they also urge us to read and meditate upon the next 
cluster of verses in Joshua 24.   
 
Listen to verses 16-26: 
16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should for-
sake the Lord to serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who 
brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He pro-
tected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 
through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before us all the 
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 


