
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“Come worship with us each week at 

8:30 & 11:00a.m.   
In the name of Jesus Christ, we  

welcome you. We hope you will pray  
for us and help us become a clearer  
reflection of the Kingdom of God.” 

-Pastor Wain 
 
 

www.pcusa.org 

 
 

“Esther” 

December 9, 2018 
 by 

      Rev. Dr. W. Wain Wesberry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

9 N. 6th Street 

Fernandina Beach, Florida 
www.first-presbyterian-church-32034.org 

 

904-261-3837 



Often we speak of being creative during Advent in our gift giving 
and charity.  Esther models for us taking things a step further.  In 
what ways can we learn from her and act so that people without 
power can have better lives?  Yes, buying a gift for a needy child or 
senior citizen on an angel tree is creative, but would not Esther 
challenge us to do more, to think and dream bigger dreams?  I 
think so.  Did you know that 31% of the students at Fernandina 
Beach High School qualify for free lunch due to the economic reali-
ties of their lives?  How hungry would Esther have been had Mor-
decai not stepped in to help and feed and love?  Speaking of peo-
ple stepping in and stepping up creatively, women in our commu-
nity who are faithful, bold, brilliant, and creative: 
 
Janice Ankrum, Executive Director, Council on Aging (Senior Life 
Center, Adult Day Care, Meals on Wheels, Home Health Services, 
Nassau Transit); 
Susan Ponder-Stansel, CEO and President of Community Hospice; 
Wanda Lanier, Executive Director, Barnabus,(Food Pantry, Health 
Services, Crisis Assistance);  
Mary Moore, Nassau County Service Center Manager, Salvation 
Army (Hope House Soup Kitchen feeds thousands of meals a year);  
Heather Jones, Executive Director, Micah’s Place (supports abused 
women);  
 
I name these strong women and the organizations they serve not 
simply to nudge you to support them but so that you will see them 
as Esthers living and serving among us today.  How would the Es-
ther of old want us to join all modern day Esthers in their work and 
witness to God?  Pray and discern where and how God is calling 
you to act boldly and creatively as Esther does to make a signifi-
cant change for people who are in need locally as an expression of 
our Advent hope.   
 
Our final character attribute for Esther, in addition to her being 
courageous and creative, is Esther’s compassion.  Did you know 
that the word compassion literally means “to suffer with.”  With 
whom and for whom are you suffering?  Esther literally puts her 



comes into play.  Is she most deeply a Jew?  Or a cousin?  Or a 
Persian queen?  Or simply another woman whose life is deter-
mined by others in power?  Who will she decide to be?” 
 
Esther claims her faith and holds a sacred fast as a very coura-
geous symbol of her Jewishness.  Fasting connects people with 
God and serves as a bold witness to God for all who witness 
those who fast.  For Esther the time of fasting readies her spiritu-
ally to confront the king and ask him to spare her people.  Please 
don’t miss how huge this moment is.  In ancient Persian culture, 
no one, not even the queen requests to speak with the king.  The 
king calls the meeting.  Also, the king could just have easily ban-
ished Esther and or killed her along with the Jews when he learns 
who she really is.  God works mightily through Esther.  She em-
bodies the Spirit of God in such ways where she impresses the 
king and gets him to over-rule Haman’s evil plan.  Esther is cou-
rageous, and Advent is a time for us to witness boldly to our 
faith.  Where is God calling us to stand up for the orphan, the 
minority, the victim of injustice as an act of faith?  How will we 
display courage in the days ahead? 
 
Like courage, Esther displays the character attribute of creativity.  
She plays along with the rules of the system of her day long 
enough to earn the trust of those in power so that she can make 
the case for something better to happen.  Esther is a keen ob-
server.  She has to be an excellent listener.  She is decisive but 
only after reading the people and the system in which she finds 
herself.  Esther is both beautiful and brilliant.  Her survival in part 
depends on her physical beauty, something she uses to survive 
in the harem system, but her brilliance shines through in the cre-
ative ways she comes to understand the system, its flaws, and 
the lesser intentions of those in power.  She could have plotted 
an evil scheme to get back at those above.   
 
Instead, she creatively and brilliantly wins them over with her 
intellect and in so doing saves the lives of countless people.  
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Introduction: 
The  story of Esther begins at a banquet hosted by the Persian King 
Ahasuerus for all those living in the capital, Susa.  After happy 
hour, the king summons queen Vashti to appear so that all may 
admire her beauty.  Vashti refuses, and the king banishes her.  Lat-
er he regrets the decision, and his nobles get him to agree to con-
duct an empire-wide search for a new Persian queen.  They gather 
all eligible virgins into the king’s harem.  Enter Esther and Morde-
cai.  Esther is among a small group of Jews living in exile.  She 
comes from Jerusalem, but the city got taken over by the Babyloni-
ans leaving her orphaned.  Her cousin Mordecai becomes Esther’s 
foster parent.  Esther is a young Jewish nobody living among no-
bodies in this minority community.   
 
Esther enters the king’s harem and wins the regard of all who 
meet her.  When her turn with the king arrives, Esther also wins 
over king Ahasuerus, who decides to make her queen!  Soon Mor-
decai discovers a plot to assassinate the king and tells Esther.  Lat-
er, the king promotes Haman the Agagite to the position of vizier 
(high official to serve the king), and Haman is a bit of an egomani-
ac, demanding people bow down to him.  Mordecai refuses, so 
Haman seeks revenge by planning to slaughter all the Jewish peo-
ple in the Persian empire.  Mordecai pleads with Esther to use her 
position to stop Haman’s wicked plan.     
 
A reading from Esther 4:1-17 (as Mordecai learns of Haman’s plot): 
When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his 
clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, 
wailing with a loud and bitter cry; 2he went up to the entrance of 



the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed 
with sackcloth. 3In every province, wherever the king’s com-
mand and his decree came, there was great mourning among 
the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and most of 
them lay in sackcloth and ashes.  
 
4When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the 
queen was deeply distressed; she sent garments to clothe Mor-
decai, so that he might take off his sackcloth; but he would not 
accept them.  
5Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who 
had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to 
Mordecai to learn what was happening and why. 6Hathach went 
out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the 
king’s gate, 7and Mordecai told him all that had happened to 
him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to 
pay into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 
8Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in 
Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther, ex-
plain it to her, and charge her to go to the king to make supplica-
tion to him and entreat him for her people. 9Hathach went and 
told Esther what Mordecai had said.  
 
10Then Esther spoke to Hathach and gave him a message for 
Mordecai, saying, 11“All the king’s servants and the people of 
the king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the 
king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one 
law—all alike are to be put to death. Only if the king holds out 
the golden scepter to someone, may that person live. I myself 
have not been called to come in to the king for thirty days.” 
12When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, 13Mordecai 
told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s pal-
ace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14For if 
you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will 
rise for the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal 
dignity for just such a time as this.”  

 
15Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, 16“Go, gather all the 
Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and nei-
ther eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids 
will also fast as you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is 
against the law; and if I perish, I perish.” 17Mordecai then went 
away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.  
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
There are many reasons I am grateful to God for our wonderful 
daughter Aubrey, but here lately as I have grappled with the sto-
ry and witness of Esther, I have a new appreciation for our 
daughter’s faith and witness to God.  Esther is Aubrey’s favorite 
Bible story, representing grace, goodness, and a grand dose of 
girl-power at a time when women are ordered around and 
owned by men, disposable assets in a culture where patriarchy 
possesses all power.  To Aubrey, and to all of the amazing, bril-
liant, talented, faithful, sharp, and strong women out there, I 
think Esther would be proud of you and would want you to keep 
striving for a world that is a clearer picture of God’s kingdom. 
 
What does God want us to glean from Esther’s magnificent and 
surprising witness this Advent Season?   I offer us three attrib-
utes of her character that may serve us well during this and eve-
ry season.  The first attribute is Esther’s courage.  It is impossible 
for us to imagine how courageous she is in standing out as a star 
in the king’s harem.  We could admire her if Esther simply blend-
ed in, however, Esther carries herself in such ways that all the 
power players in the court put her forth as Queen, and king 
Ahasuerus blesses it!   
 
Esther also displays courage by remaining patient and by main-
taining her Jewish identity when everyone else around her is Per-
sian.  Professor Amy Oden raises these crucial questions, “When 
the king decrees destruction of all the Jews, the crisis comes to a 
head.  Esther’s own Jewishness, so carefully hidden at court, now 


