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8:30 & 11:00a.m.   
In the name of Jesus Christ, we  

welcome you. We hope you will pray  
for us and help us become a clearer  
reflection of the Kingdom of God.” 
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In baptism God anoints us with the Holy Spirit, God sets us aside as 
a chosen people, holy and beloved to give our best, develop our 
gifts, and to set aside time for worship, learning, and service.   
 
The water of baptism joins us together in the family of faith.  The 
bread and fruit of the vine of communion give us strength for our 
journey, reminding us that we are never alone, that God is with us 
daily in our sacrificial giving and living.   
  
Too many people think of Christianity as a spectator sport, some-
thing they observe and think about but don’t get actively involved 
in.  Not the magi.  They show up.  They show up bearing gifts.  
They bring their “A” game, their best.  They offer who they are be-
cause of who Jesus is.   They make the time because nothing is 
more important.   
  
For 2019, let’s put first things first.  Let’s show the world a little of 
the magi’s commitment, to give and live in such ways that point all 
to want to pay Jesus homage.  Happy New Year.   
  
To God be the glory.  Amen. 



the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven 
for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.  11I will 
rebuke the locust for you, so that it will not destroy the produce 
of your soil; and your vine in the field shall not be barren, says 
the Lord of hosts. 12Then all nations will count you happy, for 
you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts.” 
  
In addition to offering our best gold this year, frankincense is a 
gift that has a pleasing aroma, an ancient perfume.  I think this 
gift suggests our talents, the gifts we offer to God to bless other 
people.  What talent needs developing this year?  Where can you 
offer some portion of who you are to the ministry of Jesus that 
will have the sweet smell of love, grace, kindness, and joy?  
Throughout my life, my loved ones and mentors helped me to 
see the gift of music as a God-given gift, and so this year I am 
committing to take guitar lessons so I can learn to be a better 
music leader at church.  I love singing with people to bring joy to 
others here at church and in community musicals.  Each one of 
us has gifts to share.  What is yours?  Solving problems, writing, 
fixing things, organizing, decorating, leading and teaching chil-
dren, music, fitness, hospitality, prayer, to name a few.  I want 
you to wrestle with how best to offer that gift to God this year. 
  
After gold and frankincense comes myrrh, this is an anointing oil.  
The magi give Jesus this gift because they recognize Jesus as the 
long-awaited Messiah, the answer to the people’s prayers.  Jesus 
would grow and live into the role as the Messiah and Savior by 
dedicating time to study, prayer, and to a way of life that is in 
line with the role.   
 
How will you spend your time this year, friends?  Will faith be 
just something you do one or two Sunday mornings a month, like 
checking off an item on a to-do list?  Or will you give forth your 
best effort and time daily to being a disciple?   
  

Day of Epiphany 
January 6, 2019 
Psalm 96:10-13; 
Matthew 2:1-23 

“Magi” 
  

Contrary to the hymn “We Three Kings of Orient Are,”  the magi 
were not kings and there were not just three of them.  Most likely 
they were Zoroastrian Priests, mysterious magi who are known 
largely for their ability to amaze people with their knowledge or 
slight of hand, and they likely traveled in large groups containing 
no less than a dozen people. 
 
The magi are magic dazzlers whose role in our epiphany story puts 
the whole event of Christ’s birth in a thin, sheer veil of mystery.  
Jewish people and their hopes and prayers would have been 
known by these people living in Persian society. As we begin a new 
year, 2019, I want to invite us to take a few cues from the magi.  
Let’s put first things first this year.  When the magi arrive, they ex-
claim that after seeing the strange star in the night sky, they had to 
locate Jesus, the King of the Jews and pay him homage.   
  
What will you and I pay homage to this year?  Will it be ourselves?  
Our jobs?  Our hobbies?  Our loved ones and friends? Making 
money? Just having fun?  I encourage us to put first things first.  
Make worshiping God here with your fellow sisters and brothers in 
the family of faith, the church, a priority.  Paying God homage here 
each week, learning the ways of Jesus, and practicing our faith will 
contribute to a stellar new year’s game plan.  In addition to paying 
homage, I hope this year will be a time where we do not allow the 
fears and negative mojo of other people to stop us from being who 
we are and from doing what we are capable of doing for God!   
 



In our story, King Herod hears news that causes him great fear, 
but the magi need not be afraid.  Neither do we.  Putting God 
first equips us to know when to allow others to be the responsi-
ble ones for their own self regulation and care, for their own 
anxiety and fear.  The magi stand with 
the one in fear, but they don’t allow the fear to travel with them.   
 
Instead, they wisely plan alternatives.  Imagine what your life 
could be like this year if you did the same! Because the magi did 
not allow other people’s fears to take up all of the emotional 
space in their lives, guess what emotion they did discover?  Joy!  
That’s right, joy!  They remain 
faithful to God, find their way by the correct bright star, and pay 
a personal visit to Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. With joy, they lay 
eyes upon Jesus.  They lend their congratulations and support.   
 
I believe for many of us, God has some incredibly joyful things in 
store this year, but we have to remain faithful and patient for 
the right moment in time for God to reveal these things.  Let’s all 
take a lesson from the magi—remain patient, purposeful, and 
filled with peace. 
   
Taking one more cue from the magi, their joy for the moment, 
for God and for the birth of Jesus, has them showing up with 
gifts.  The joy of God inspires us not to have empty hands but  
hands bearing gifts.   
The magi bring gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   According to the 
experts at the Biblical Archeology Society, “These valuable items 
were standard gifts to honor a king or deity in the ancient world: 
gold as a precious metal, frankincense as perfume or incense, 
and myrrh as anointing oil… The Book of Isaiah, when describing 
Jerusalem’s glorious restoration, tells of nations and kings who 
will come and “bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim 
the praise of the Lord” (Isaiah 60:6).” 
  
I challenge us today to think of the gifts we are offering God this 
new year.  We often speak of treasure, talents, and time.  What 

gold will you offer God this year, what portion of your money, 
your treasure are you dedicating to God’s work.  I encourage us 
all to strive to tithe 
this year (10% of your net or gross income) towards the work of 
God.   
God delights to give us 90%.  Imagine how many lives we could 
touch 
with the love of Jesus if more of us were to tithe!?  Believe me 
our family knows how tough this is, especially as we set aside 
money for our first child to go to college. When we started tith-
ing, we were amazed at how God’s abundance showed up 
throughout our lives.  Try tithing and discover God’s blessings! 
  
As you wrestle with the numbers ask yourself, “Is God really 
getting my first and best or the leftovers?”  Do you spend more 
on eating out 
than on giving?  Do you spend more on sports and entertain-
ment 
than being a disciple?  Do you pay more in gym membership and 
country clubs than supporting the ministry of Jesus?  Who is the 
true King 
and Lord of your life? Jesus says, “Where our treasure is, there 
our hearts will be also.” 
  
Genesis 28:20-22, “Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me 
bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21so that I come again to my 
father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22and 
this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; 
and of all that you give me I will surely give one tenth to you.” 
  
Proverbs 3:9-10, “Honor the Lord with your substance and with 
the first fruits of all your produce; 10then your barns will be 
filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” 
  
Malachi 3:10-12, “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that 
there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says 


