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worship, the department store the new cathedral, and the advertising
page the new infallible Scripture. (Run with the Ho rses, p. 30).
One of the key tasks of the faith community, argues Eugene Peterson,
is to help us set our sights on what it means to be human being complete. Not one of us at this moment is complete. In another hour, another day we change. We are in the process of becoming either less or
more. What are you becoming? Less or more? (Ibid ) It depends on
the path you are seeking, the path you are willing travel. Pack your
salt. Pursue the light. Jesus says.
The great preacher Fred Craddock tells the story of being at a church
one Sunday afternoon when van full young people pulled up and
spilled out of the van. They got out and were all a mess. Dirty.
Clothes all disheveled. Bedrolls and bags and trash everywhere. He
said they just looked awful. “What is this?” he asked.
“We just got back from a mission trip,” one of them said. And she
went on to describe the place and some of what they did on behalf of
the church. Craddock approach a boy sitting on his duffle bag, waiting for his parents, his chin in his hands, “You tired?” “Whew, am I
tired? I’ve never been so tired in my life! This is the best tired I’ve
ever felt!” That’s what joy is my friends. That is what it may mean to
be “makarios, blessed, fortunate, and happy.” Do you feel that? If
you want to, then make sure you are following Jesus down that path,
that road less traveled by. For you, it just may make all the difference.

To God be the glory. Amen.

we always have to defend it. We seek popularity, but then we can
never be controversial, lest someone dislike us” (79). Following the
path of Jesus initially doesn’t look very appealing, but the farther
we travel down the path, the more truth we discover! Humility,
unlike power, needs no defense. Doing the right thing comes with
its own rewards. A pure heart is much easier to live with than one
filled with jealously, resentment, or cynicism. Each step of the way,
we discover that following Jesus, even if we are hated for it, leaves
to a joy no one can steal from us. Hear the closing words of Frost’s
poem:
I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
What difference will you and I make with our lives? Will we be like
so many others? Will our lives be bland, without flavor or substance? Or will we choose to be the salt we are capable of being?
We have the ability to choose to live by the principles of the Christian faith. What a gift! What a privilege, a blessing, and significant
responsibility. God called your life into being to be light in this
world, to illumine the darkness with faith, hope, and love, with
peace and grace. Choosing to walk the path of faith in Jesus is the
most demanding thing we could do, but it is totally worth it.
Yoknapatawpha County, Mississippi, is the region created by novelist William Faulkner to show the spiritual and moral condition of
life in our times. An examination of the men and women who live
there is a powerful incentive to the imagination to realize both the
comic and tragic aspects of what is going on among us as we make
it (or don’t make it) through life. One of the children is named
Montgomery Ward Snopes. Which path do you think this child
takes in life? If you want your child to grow up getting and spending, using available leisure in the shopping malls, proving virility by
getting things that name is perfect: Montgomery Ward Snopes, patron saint of the person for whom the ritual of shopping is the new
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Play along with me for a moment. In your mind, fill in the blank
based on your true feelings. Blessed are the ______? The Greek word
for “blessed” is “makarios,” and scholars tell us it means “fortunate”
or “happy.” Does that help you at all? Fortunate are the _____? Happy are the _______?
In my own way of thinking: blessed are the loved. When we have
people who love and care about us we are very blessed. I would say,
fortunate are those with health insurance. Each year about this time,
we get our new insurance cards from Blue Cross, Blue Shield, and we
are so very fortunate to have access to good health care. Happy are
the well rested. Sometimes sleep, deep restful sleep eludes me. I am
so happy when I rest well.
Every culture has its own definition of what it means to be blessed,
fortunate, and happy. Success in Jesus’ time would mean freedom
from evil rulers, greedy tax collectors, and cruel soldiers. It may include respect for being a wise negotiator in the market place, in addition to being a good provider for one’s household.
In our culture we value accumulating wealth, having power and influence. We place significance upon the journey to attaining popularity, recognition, and prestige and associate lifestyles of luxury and material prosperity with the good life. Men’s magazines promote virility
and ambition; women’s magazines encourage perfect beauty and ideal relationships; trade publications promise simple keys to success;
and sports magazines provide strategies to win. For these and many
other reasons, this is exactly why the list Jesus gives on the mountain
in his famous sermon is so jarring. Our culture says, “Happy are
those with great prospects for marriage and work, because they will
be successful.” Jesus says, “Happy are the destitute because the kingdom of heaven is theirs.”

Our culture says, “Happy are those whose loved ones enjoy health,
because they will not worry.” Jesus says, “Happy are the people
who grieve, because they will be made glad.” Our culture says,
“Happy are those who enjoy power, because they will be in charge.”
Jesus says, “Happy are those who are humble, because they will
inherit the earth.” Our culture says, “Happy are those who can buy
any pleasure, because they can do whatever makes them feel good.”
Jesus says, “Happy are people who are hungry and thirsty to do
right, because they will be fed until they are full.”

Our culture says, “Happy are those who can beat their opponents,
because they are winners.” Jesus says, “Happy are those with pure
hearts, because they will see God.” Our culture says, “Happy are
people whose lives are lived in total freedom to do whatever they
want, because they do not have constraints.” Jesus says, “Happy
are the people whose lives are harassed because they are righteous/
faithful, because the kingdom of God is theirs.” (Source: Christine
Chakoian, Feasting o n the Go sp els, Matthew, Vol. 1, “Homiletical
Perspective,” WJK Press, Louisville, (2013), p. 77).
You get the idea, and so let’s be crystal clear about the point, friends
in Christ. Jesus defines “makarios” very differently from us. The
ways he teaches us to be blessed, fortunate, and happy have so little
to do with how our culture and our own way of thinking define the
terms. It has everything to do with following God, being a good
student of God, being faithful to the strange ways of God.
In recent weeks, I have encouraged us to read Eugene Peterson’s
book Run with the Ho rses as an act of faith for the New Year. I
hope many of you have accepted the challenge. If you have not,
please consider it. You will benefit greatly from it. Early in the
book, Peterson highlights something that is at work in both Jeremiah’s and Jesus’ lives, something worth our reflection today. In the
chapter entitled “Don’t for a minute believe the lies,” Peterson
writes, “If we will take a moment to look at the old, well-worn paths
of life, we will see that the good ones are clearly marked, those that
lead to goodness and to God. The Scriptures—make the roads. If
we ignore them, we stumble over obstacles. Jeremiah’s preaching

was tireless in insisting on the plain, obvious truth: that God is
among us, that we can and must live in faithful love with God” (p.
65).
What path are you taking so far this year, now that we are 27 days
in to 2019? Now is a wonderful time to course correct, to redefine
how you understand what it means to be blessed, to be fortunate, to
be happy. Remember these timeless words of Thomas A Kempis:
“Jesus today has many who love his heavenly kingdom, but few
who carry his cross; many you yearn for comfort, few who long for
distress. Plenty of people he finds to share his banquet, few to share
his fast. Everyone desires to take part in his rejoicing, but few are
willing to suffer anything for his sake. There are many that follow
Jesus as far as the breaking of the bread, few as far as drinking the
cup of suffering; many that revere his miracles, few that follow him
in the indignity of his cross” (Ibid, p. 59).
Both Jeremiah and Jesus put the path of faith as an “either/or” to the
path of pop-culture. So often we try overlay the roadmap of Jesus
on top of the map of pop-culture. We try our best to synchronize
them, but it just doesn’t work. One pastor encourages us to consider where the different paths end up and uses the classic poem by
Robert Frost “The Road Not Taken” to prod our thinking:
Two roads diverge in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth…
For many of us, following the road or path of our culture seems so
brilliant. It promises money, success, happiness, and material
blessings. We recognize some of the undergrowth, but at the outset
it all appears to be worth it. Then somewhere down the path, the
promises of our culture fall short; there are traps we didn’t see and
dead ends we never expected. “We hurl ourselves at work, yet we
find ourselves spending more and more time there at the expense of
our relationships. We pursue every medical test available, yet sooner or later our bodies fail us. We chase power, but then find out that

