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cause of the changes you’ve made and the turnaround you’ve shown,
I’m not reducing your probation. I’m terminating it outright.”
The courtroom erupted in applause. Later the same judge asked him to
be her summer law clerk. The following summer, Miami’s 11th Judicial
circuit Judge Miguel de la O, offered him a job. By graduation time,
Sanchez had made connections not only with judges, but also with
state and federal attorneys — who invited him to give motivational
talks to at-risk kids. “We are a society that is supposed to believe in
rehabilitation,” quoting University of Central Florida professor Alissa
Smith. “Do any of us want to be judged by the worst thing we’ve ever
done, especially as a teenager?” (Santich)
***
Gang member; convicted felon; prisoner.
Student; law clerk; college graduate.
These are all labels that society applied to Angel Sanchez. Think of the
many labels used by the news media in order to appeal to their viewers and sell more advertising. Angel Sanchez made the news; he was
and is both weed and wheat. So am I. So are you. God has a label for
all people, Angel included, and it is this: beloved.

Jesus is the ultimate gardener – sowing seeds of love, mercy and truth
as he traveled throughout his ministry and nurturing us today with his
word. Even Mary Magdalene mistook Jesus for a gardener when he
appeared to her outside of his empty tomb. Reading from John 20
verse 15, Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are
you looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, Mary replied, “Sir, if
you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will
get him.” (Bible) Author Rob Bell noted that the writer of this gospel
wanted us to see the connection between the Garden of Eden and Jesus rising from the dead in a garden tomb. (Bell) The place where
God’s relationship was most in harmony with humankind were those
first days in Eden. This same harmony we know as God’s kingdom or
reign can also be experienced right now in the renewed life that Christ
offers us today. God alone knows who are wicked and who are righteous; it is we who get it backwards, making celebrity of one while dismissing the other. Can’t we just let Jesus do the judging and allow him
to tend the garden - watering and pruning and yes, even weeding,
when needed. For Jesus did not come to condemn the world or dig up
the garden, but to save it.

Matthew 13:24-30;34-43
“What’s in your garden?”
Jerie Messer Lukefahr
February 17, 2019
I am not the gardener in our family: thankfully, Steve is! When we
moved to Fernandina in 2014, I was visiting a neighbor and mentioned
how lovely her lawn and garden were. I pointed to one plant in particular, a small, green delicate looking thing with a flat circular leaf. I was
unfamiliar with it, but It looked like it would make a fine ground cover
for the bare spots in our garden, so I asked Mary Ann if I could have a
few sprigs to take home. You know what she said to me, don’t you?
OH NO – – you don’t want any of that in your yard: that’s dollar weed,
and it will just take over. Dollar weed? I’d never heard of such a thing. It
looked so attractive, so green, so plentiful. And it is - if that’s all you want
to see when you look out at your yard. How quickly my attitude shifted
once I heard the label ‘weed’. A rose may still be a rose, by any other
name, but you can call dollar weed ‘groundcover’ and it will still be a
weed.
Did you know that in actuality there is no such thing as a weed? According to a blog maintained by the University of Florida, weeds are simply
plants growing where we don’t want them. “Weeds can actually be nature’s way of trying to tell us something. If you have dollar weed, pay
attention – because it is likely a sign that you are doing something wrong
in the garden. You may be over-watering or have a drainage problem.
You may be cutting the grass too short, or you may be over-fertilizing.
The good news is that if you do have dollar weed there is a simple solution. Provided no chemicals have been applied to your lawn, you can eat
your way out of the problem by adding it to your salad!” (McCormick)
When we arrive at today’s passage, Jesus has already told his followers
the parable of seeds scattered on different types of soil – alluding to
people and their faith in God’s word or lack thereof. Frederick Buechner
called parables “small stories with a large point” (Buechner). Today’s
parable of wheat and weeds is not a scientific lecture on plant life. Parables were stories that invited the listener to think deeply and imagina-

tively, to draw their own conclusion - often a new understanding or
insight that exploded previously held beliefs.
The parable we hear today compares the kingdom of heaven –or life as
God wants life to be – to good seed planted in a field where weeds
sprout up right alongside. And the two were hard to tell apart. The
gospel according to Matthew includes many references to things we
might find in a garden or a field: trees, seeds, wheat and yes, even
weeds. The weed referenced here is a poisonous weed sometimes referred to as tares, darnel, false wheat, poisonous rye grass. It looks
very much like wheat when it emerges out of the ground. As a result,
early separation from wheat is nearly impossible. The roots of the two
plants intertwine, making it more challenging to separate the two.
Jesus is warning his followers about people who by all outward appearances do all the things a believer might do but inwardly have no
faith at all. Their intentions run contrary to what God wants for the
world. They are just ‘bad seed’! In this parable, the servants of the
landowner (Christ followers) are cautioned not to jump to conclusions
early on about who is and who is not supposed to be in God’s field or
kingdom.
To put it another way: Hey, church– don’t make assumptions about
who loves and believes in God and who does not. Don’t label people
based on outward appearances, excluding them because you’ve
judged them to be undesirable, unwanted or unfaithful. Weeds are
simply plants growing where we don’t want them.
Both Scripture (Harold W. Attridge) and our book of confessions make
this same point-that God alone knows who belongs to God. The true
church is not just who and what we see around us, but who and what
God alone can clearly see. (Office of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church (USA)) The true church is ‘invisible’. We so often try to take
responsibility for separating out the good from the bad; attaching labels to people we’ve never met; separating humanity into us vs. them;
identifying and condemning the ‘other’ - in short, judging when we
ought to be finding a way to love. When we do, we tend to overestimate both our ability and our humility.
The truth is this: each one of us is somebody else’s ‘other’. It is entirely
possible that I may be considered the one weed in your lawn of life!
When we take a step back, we have to admit that everyone is both a
little bit weed and a little bit wheat. We are all planted in the same

garden, growing side by side, rooted in the soil of God’s grace. In a
commencement address for Oberlin College, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
observed that “all humanity is tied together; all life is interrelated, and
we are all caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly…I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought
to be…This is the interrelated structure of reality.” When I was a little
girl growing up in Texas, I asked my teacher about this man – Martin
Luther King Jr. She answered, “He is a man who is just trying to do
some good in the world.” After school, I asked my mom the same
question. She said, “He’s a trouble maker.” Who saw wheat ? Who
saw weeds? Weeds are simply plants growing where we don’t want
them.
Let me share with you the story of Angel Sanchez . Not Angel Sanchez
the baseball player. This Angel Sanchez was…“Born in Miami’s Little
Havana to an absentee, crack-addicted mother, and was raised by his
father — a Cuban immigrant who spoke broken English, drove a tow
truck and lectured his son on the value of education. By middle school,
Sanchez carried a .38 special and — always small for his age —Angel
worked especially hard to prove himself worthy to the gang members
who served as his surrogate family. By 16, he had been arrested four
times for a laundry list of felonies — all involving his association with
drug dealers and violence against rival gang members. He was sentenced to 30 years in prison for attempted murder.
Sanchez earned his GED behind bars, studying old law books in the
prison library, getting his sentence cut to 12 years, re-entering society
at 28 only to become homeless. Sanchez stayed at the Salvation Army
in Orlando, taking four buses a day to work and take classes at Valencia College, where he graduated with honors.
When he transferred to the University of Central Florida in 2014, he
helped to collect more than 300 books for the Orange County Jail’s
inmate library while becoming one of the top moot-court competitors
in the nation. He graduated with top honors in May of 2017.
Three years ago, when he went before a Miami judge seeking to have
his probation reduced, she listened to his story, then called the attorneys for a sidebar. A moment later she announced: “Mr. Sanchez, be-

