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Sure you are here today, but will you enjoy the party of God's love the
rest of the week? We don't know what happens to those who come to
the party who are grateful. We just know that the one who didn't dress
properly gets sent away. I think we can assume that the many who fill
the hall, they eat till they are full. They drink and they dance and they
have a grand time. They are very thankful to be included, thankful to receive an invitation. Will that be you, today and tomorrow? Will you be
thankful? Jesus invites all of us. He calls all of us to come to God's party.
He makes the invitation not because of how much we have but because
of how much we need the welcome and the fellowship. This parable reminds me of the true story of Sarah Cummins who was in grad school in
Purdue and had plans to get married. But she called off the wedding not
long before the big day back in 2017. Since the reception was already
paid for by her one ex fiancé, she wanted to do something special, and
with her ex's blessing, she invited all the residents of the Dayspring Center in Indianapolis to come to the party at the Ritz. Word spread quickly
about the idea, and one man offered to help by paying for guests to have
rented formal wear. Many men, women, and children attended, and
they had a feast of bourbon-glazed meatballs, goat cheese androasted
garlic bruschetta, roasted chicken, baked salmon, and a pistachio wedding cake.
Sarah Cummins said," I just wanted to give them a small comfort at the
dinner. Out of all the different populations I could have invited, I feel like
they are some of the most ignored and judged people we come in contact with.” After grad school, her goal is to serve underserved populations in the hospital setting. Cummins quickly became a viral sensation,
something she said she never intended. Many celebrities sent her invitations to come on their talk shows and tell her story. Some invited her to
become a corporate partner. Some invited her to be a recipient of their
financial support. She even received marriage proposals. What did she
do? She humbly declined. (Source: www.indystar.com/story/
news/2018/05/05/viralbride)
Jesus invites all of us to feel welcome to the party of God’s love. The
invitation is free, but we do need to make plans, prepare ourselves, and
show up. We don’t have to bring a fancy gift. No, just humble willing
hearts to care for all our neighbors, especially ones in need. Jesus knows
your name and has it on your personal invitation. Will you accept it?
Will you live a life of service and gratitude? To God be the glory. Amen

Weddings are the only Christian worship service that we have where
you are expected to have an invitation to attend. Sure you can crash a
wedding ceremony, but such a thing is pretty tacky in our culture.
Just when we think that we would never be the ones to be judgmental
and exclusive, we find ourselves acting like and identifying with
the king in the story. We've spent a lot of money on a wedding and the
food and music, and by gosh there better be a crowd to enjoy it.
What host doesn't want people to be appreciative of all the hard work
that goes into throwing a party? Here we see another theme emerging, the theme of gratitude. Maybe Jesus wants us to imagine ourselves as those who are out in the streets, excluded from the original
guest list but welcomed to the party anyway?
What would it feel like to get to come and eat and drink and be merry?
Sounds pretty good to me. Wouldn't you be so appreciative to the host
for being invited, included, and welcomed? Don't you think you would
put on the best clothes you have and fix your hair and wash your face?
Would you be grateful for the invitation? I think Jesus tells this story
on the one hand to take aim at the experts of the Jewish law who by
their Jewish birth claim to have an invitation to God's party, and yet
when Jesus reveals to them that he is the Messiah, they want someone else, as if to say, "we see the invitation, but we would rather stay
at home!"
On the other hand, I think Jesus tells this story for the benefit of the
rest of us, Gentiles, who cannot claim by birth to be on any special
guest list. Until Jesus, we cannot receive an invitation to be among
God's chosen people. Thanks to Jesus, now we can! Jesus comes as
God in human form to walk among us regular people to create a way
for all to be included in the work of God. All we must do is believe.
To say it another way, Jesus sends all of us an open invitation to God's
party. Some people don't know that they are invited. So they never
RSVP. Is that you today? I'm here to tell you that God wants you at the
party! Accept the invitation.
Others know they are invited but they don't think much of it. They
would rather stay at home, watch Netflix, sleep in, play golf, or go
shopping. They have other more important stuff to do. Is that you?
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Matthew 22:1-14
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves,
saying, 'Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is
ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the
wedding hall was filled with guests. 11“But when the king came in to see
the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many
are called, but few are chosen.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
------------------------A fading tradition in our culture is the written, formal invitation. Be it a
birthday party or a wedding, I think there is something special about receiving an invitation to attend a special event. How about you?
One of the things I enjoy doing is collecting wedding invitations from the
services I officiate. Most couples keep it traditional, using basic white to
cream colored paper with black ink, but in my collection I have an invitation that is mint green with dark brown writing, because the bride insisted using her favorite colors.

Yes, her bridesmaids wore mint green dresses to match the mint green
and brown plaid bow ties of the men. I have a custom invitation on
expensive paper with fancy art from the most expensive wedding I ever did. The flowers alone at this wedding cost over $10,000! I confess
to be horrible at RSVPing to weddings, and as a pastor I attend many
that I only stay a few minutes for. Saturday is a school night for me, so
to speak, and I am well aware that most wedding receptions are a lot
more fun when the pastor leaves.
Jesus tells a strange story about a wedding that reveals to us something of God's kingdom. What do you hear the story saying to you today? Jesus invites us into the world of a wedding celebration. In ancient times, weddings are a big deal, and celebrations often stretch for
days. In Jesus' imagination there is a king who is hosting a royal wedding for his son. He spares no expense on great food. We wonder if
anybody RSVPed for the event because the king commands his slaves
to follow up with the guest list. How strange, I think, that the people
who are invited do not want to come! Why? Maybe the king has a bad
reputation? Maybe he is cheap and the food and drinks won't be
worth the trouble? Maybe people know something about the couple,
that the groom is a jerk, and they think the bride can do better?
Maybe the lady marrying the son is one of those bride-zillas, who will
be a terror after a couple of glasses of champagne. You would think
people would want to come just to see what may go down? The king
tries a second time to get his slaves to recruit wedding guests, and
they are unsuccessful. Jesus says many" make light of the invitation" (Matt. 22:5). So some of the invitees enact violence on the slaves.
Many a time, weddings have made me want to throw something or
enact violence, but usually it is towards the mother of the bride for
wanting too many flowers in the sanctuary or towards a bride’s maid
for actually believing that it is bad luck for the bride to participate in
the rehearsal, or towards a groom’s man for smelling like a brewery
before the service. It is an extreme response, we might conclude,
beating and killing people because they follow up on a wedding invitation. The king finds out and is enraged too and sends in more troops to
annihilate the people who are on the original guest list. I have been to
more weddings than I can count or remember, and I have seen family
and friends get a little more than sideways with one another, and I'm
sure that many a father of the bride and groom have contemplated
murder, but never actually followed through on it!

I remember the wedding rehearsal that started 45 minutes late because the bride and her sister got pedicures. As they came in the sanctuary laughing, their mother gave them a look that could have vaporized them in an instant! She threatened them bodily harm if they were
late on the wedding day, Which of course they were not. According to
Jesus’ story, the original guests are not late or getting pedicures; the
king decides that they are not worthy to come. Then the king has
slaves go out into the streets and invite to the party all kinds of people,
total strangers, the good and the bad.
Many people come and fill the wedding hall. Just when you think this
strange story of Jesus is about to have a happy ending, we next learn
that the king comes across a person who isn't dressed correctly.
He is shocked and perturbed and sends the poorly dressed one away.
Why is he so surprised? His slaves did what he asked. They invite all
kinds of people to the party. After the king throws out the man without the proper robe, we get a little moral for the story, "many are
called, but few are chosen" (vs. 14)
There is an almost irresistible temptation for us to allegorize this story,
where we assign symbolic roles to the characters. The King is God,
and the slaves are the disciples, and the guests are people like us.
Scholars urge us NOT to do this. Don't attempt to boil a parable of Jesus down too much. Sit with the tension, the oddness, and the themes.
Revisit them. Ask questions, and allow the contentsto question you.
One pastor, Rev. Cynthia Briggs Kittredge, says of this parable that
there are two important themes at work, "exclusion and rejection."
If you have ever felt excluded or rejected, you know how stinging and
hurtful it feels. As children, when we are picked last or not at all for the
playground game, it stings and we never forget. As teens when someone we like or who we want to like us or include us, doesn't give us an
invite to a party, we question our selves and it hurts. Jesus may be using this story to confront the attitudes of people who are of the opinion that following him means that you can exclude others at will and
reject people for selfish reasons. Sometimes parables are like a mirror
that Jesus holds in front of others to show them how ridiculous they
are being. What do you seein the mirror Jesus holds before you? I
know I can be judgmental and exclusive and ungrateful. Have you ever
thought about how exclusive weddings are? Think about it.

