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Maybe the tables of our laziness or apathy need turning? Maybe we need
to ask Jesus to help us be more active and less slothful? We all have some
tables in our lives that need a good cleaning off and turning over, to the
glory of God. What is that table for you today?
A friend of mine tell this true story: “Early in my ministry, I served a little
church in rural Georgia. One Saturday we went to a funeral at a little
country church not of my denomination. I had never been to a funeral
like this one. The casket was open during the funeral, and the preacher
delivered a sermon. He pounded on the pulpit and looked over at the
casket. He said, 'It's too late for Joe. He might have wanted to get his life
together. He might have wanted to change things, but he's dead now. It
is too late for him, but it is not too late for you. There is still time for you.
You can still decide. You're still alive. It is not too late for you. So today
is the day to get your life together. It’s too late for old Joe, but it's not too
late for you.' Willimon said, “I was so angry with that preacher. On the
way home, I told my wife, 'Have you ever seen anything as manipulative
and insensitive to that poor family? I found it disgusting.' She said, 'I
agree. I've never heard anything like that. It was manipulative. It was
disgusting. It was insensitive. And worst of all... it was also true.'" (story
told by Will Willomon)
Isn’t it time for all of us to start overturning some tables today!

To God be the glory. Amen.

operation for the big companies that create all the crafts, the music, the
posters and props, and the themes that feel Disney-like! Come to
church and do this program, and you will live a more successful life. It
is a version of the prosperity gospel, and it makes me want to turn over
tables and throw hymnals. We turn Jesus into some sort of positive
thinking super-hero because that is what we want him to be.
United Methodist Bishop Will Willimon addresses this when he writes,
“It is odd that we have made Jesus (Christ) into such a quivering mass
of affirmation and oozing graciousness, (especially) considering how
frequently, unguardedly, and gleefully Jesus told us that we were sinners. Anyone who thinks that Jesus was into total inclusiveness, selfaffirmation, and open-minded, heart-happy acceptance has then got to
figure out why we responded to him by nailing him on a cross. You
see, he got there not for urging us to “consider the lilies (of the field),”
but for calling us “whitewashed tombs who are clean on the outside
(and unclean on the inside)” and even worse. (So is it) such a mystery
that (over the ages) we have attempted – Scripture be damned – to produce a promiscuously permissive, user-friendly Jesus.”

Holy Week is the perfect time for all of us to take a look at who Jesus
really is rather than only allowing ourselves to see Jesus in the ways
that make us feel better. We all want a more user friendly Jesus, right?
The love of God in Jesus Christ is so very costly. Jesus allows those in
power to have their way with him—humiliating him, mocking him,
trying him and finding him guilty in a most unjust way—all to show to
others how ridiculous these ways are. He is the innocent lamb slain for
sinner. He endures something terrible to transform the hearts of humanity. Take a look at this aspect of Jesus—the one who suffers and
dies for all of us. Give thanks for his life this week.

As you look at the real Jesus, ask yourself, “What tables in my life need
turning upside down?” Maybe you are guilty of playing that soundtrack in your head over and over that tells you the lie that you are not
worthy of love, that you are stupid, that you are a loser! Replace that
message with the positive message of Jesus’ love. God’s house is a
place of prayer for you! God cares for you and desires for you to be a
whole, thriving person!
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Matthew 21:1-17
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything
to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 4This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the
prophet, saying,
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought
the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on
them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,
‘Who is this?’ 11The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee.’
Jesus Cleanses the Temple
12 Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and
buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves. 13He said to them, ‘It is
written,
“My house shall be called a house of prayer”;
but you are making it a den of robbers.’
14 The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he cured them.
15But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing things that

he did, and heard the children crying out in the temple, ‘Hosanna to the
Son of David’, they became angry 16and said to him, ‘Do you hear what
these are saying?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Yes; have you never read,
“Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies
you have prepared praise for yourself”?’
17He left them, went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night
there.

appear by the end of the day. The mood shifts from adulation to aggravation. A joyful parade turns into frustration. Jesus goes from paying
attention to the needs of the people to chastising the ways they are
turning a buck. His recognition as the Son of God leads to holy retribution as he unleashes disappointment upon those who would turn God’s
house of prayer into a place of money making. I am sure that if there
were any children holding palm branches around that they ran and
screamed when Jesus began turning over the tables.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Today is a day of joy and adoration! We join the masses who herald
Jesus Christ as “King of kings and Lord of lords!” One of my favorite
traditions of this day in every church I’ve served is that children wave
palm fronds as they walk the aisles of the church as the people of God
sing! Sarah and I always get tickled at a memory from First Pres of
Clinton, S.C. where you can bet the bank, the little cherub choir will
sing today, “Ho, ho, ho, hosanna. Ha, ha, ha lelujah. He, he he he loves
me. I’ve got the joy of the Lord!” Yes indeed, today is the day for the
joy of the Lord.
We affirm how much Jesus Christ loves people, and people love him.
Jesus lives among people. He cares about the real lives of real people,
people like you and me. Jesus healed sick people. He raised up little
people and teaches us to honor lowly people. Jesus shows genuine tenderness for the suffering, and he is bold enough to exclaim that God’s
love is for people who we least expect: tax collectors, prostitutes, sinners of every brand and stripe.
Make sure you take a moment today to think about the way Jesus
makes his way into the city. He could have easily chosen to ride a large
warhorse, a stallion. But instead he chooses a donkey, a very humble
animal who would never win a battle. I have often wondered that if
Jesus were to ride in a car to the city, a modern day version of our
transportation, what kind would it be? In the musical, The Co tto n
Patch Gospel, it says he rides into the holy city of Atlanta in an old VW Beetle!
There is an obvious emotional twist in our story today. Did you catch
it? Pay attention now and don’t miss it. Crowds of people, almost in a
parade like fashion, march with Jesus towards Jerusalem, but they dis-

I love this moment from Jesus’ life. I really do because it is a moment
where Jesus’ full humanity is on display. Yes, it is dramatic! That is the
exact point. Jesus is sick and tired of people not respecting the faith
and abusing faith by using the temple system to turn profits. I want to
suggest to us that this passion of Jesus, this unwillingness to compromise his values is part of what makes Jesus our true Savior. I also want
to suggest that it is the exact thing that leads to his crucifixion days later.
We must remember that the people who call the shots around the temple, who have a share in the coin exchange, who collect rent on the temple tables and who broker the deals and benefit from those deals, they
are watching Jesus and they think, “Ha! Now we’ve got him. He has
chinks in his armor. We will bury him now!”

Michael Kirby says about this passage, “Jesus upsets more than a cashbox and a few cages of doves; he violently condemns long-standing
practices that are part of the apparently legitimate business of the temple. Further, he exorcises practices that are both practical and arguably
mandated by the Law of Moses. Jesus appears to be exploiting the
money changers because they are exploiting others, the selling and the
buying at the temple has gotten out of hand (Feasting o n Go sp el o f
Matthew, p 148).”
What kind of selling and buying is out of hand in the church today? I
think about that very question and think about all the ways we in the
church make programs that fit together so seamlessly with our consumer oriented culture. Vacation Bible School has become a money making

