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There are a lot of reasons why I’ll never build a cathedral or a fresco, but
the most important one is that I never had anyone show me how to do
it. I do have someone, though, who showed me how to love the world.
I am a very meager apprentice to the greatest world-lover of all time,
and he has told me that I don’t have to be on the mountaintop for him to
be with me.
The last part of the great commission is the part that sustains us in between our mountaintop meetings with Jesus: remember that I am with
you always, to the end of the age. We are commissioned
to remember. We are Great Commissions who are also greatly commissioned, called to find our task that makes the world a more beautiful
place. Yes, it’s hard work, but it’s good work. It is work that is never finished, always in progress. But it’s also work that can’t be burnt down.
It’s work that not only stands the test of time, but uses that test to grow
stronger. That handful of men on a mountaintop has grown to the
church as we know it today. For all of its woes and weaknesses, our
great commission is the work that gives our lives meaning, and we are
not alone.

Go, make, baptize, teach, remember.
To God be the glory. Amen.

• Be Perfect in Love • Practice Secret Disciplines• Lay Up Treasures
• Seek God’s Kingdom • Judge Not• Do Not Cast Pearls• Ask, Seek, and
Knock • Do Unto Others• Choose the Narrow Way• Beware of False
Prophets• Pray for Laborers• Be Wise as Serpents• Fear God, Not Man
• Hear God’s Voice• Take My Yoke• Honor Your Parents• Beware of
Leaven• Deny Yourself• Despise Not Little Ones• Go to Offenders
• Beware of Covetousness• Forgive Offenders• Honor Marriage
• Be a Servant• Be a House of Prayer• Ask in Faith• Bring in the Poor
• Render to Caesar• Love the Lord• Love Your Neighbor• Await My
Return• Take, Eat, and Drink• Be Born Again• Keep My Commandments• Watch and Pray• Feed My Sheep• Baptize My Disciples
• Receive God’s Power• Make Disciples
That is some list. I’d really rather just mow the grass. But when I think
back on times Jesus actually said, “I command you to do this,” one
thing comes to mind: love one another. "A new commandment
I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that
you also love one another." (John 13:34)."This is My commandment,
that you love one another, just as I have loved you." (John 15:12).
"This I command you, that you love one another." (John 15:17).
So if our great commission is Jesus’ great commandment, then we’re
just supposed to go out into the world and teach everyone about love.
The thing about teaching love, though, is that it’s not a lecture. It’s a
lifestyle. We’re supposed to leave that mountaintop and go love the
socks off every single person in the dirty world below. Seriously, I’d
really, really rather mow the grass. I’d even rather build a cathedral
or paint a fresco. I’d rather do a thing I can point to and say, "I did
that.”

It is hard work, and we know it. It’s hard to love people sometimes,
and people are not out there just dying to hear about Jesus. We feel
the great risk of that immense vulnerability with every step. We will
get it wrong. It will hurt. We will fail. But people are out there dying
to be loved. They might not want to hear about Jesus, but they want
to see someone loving the way Jesus loved. That’s our commission.
It’s not about words or, alas, lawn care. It’s about living our lives to
show God’s love for each of God’s children. It is a tall order, but it is
ours.
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16-17 Meanwhile, the eleven disciples were on their way to Galilee,
headed for the mountain Jesus had set for their reunion. The moment
they saw him they worshiped him. Some, though, held back, not sure
about worship, about risking themselves totally. 18-20 Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: “God authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far
and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold
name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice
of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after
day after day, right up to the end of the age.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
--------------------------------I’m not sure who decided to call this the Great Commission or when, but
the term has caught my fancy. You can think about commission in lots of
ways, like the percentage of a sale you get to keep, or the rank you hold,
or the duty you are called to do. I suspect Jesus’s Great Commission is
like the duty, the charge, the thing we’re supposed to pursue. But my
favorite way of thinking about a commission is something one person
does that allows another person to use his or her resources and talents
to create something beautiful.
Symphonies, portraits, buildings, tapestries, frescoes, bridges …
all sorts of things get commissioned. Much of our most recognized music and art is the result of a sponsor commissioning an artist years ago.
The world is a better place for commissioning. The Colosseum, also
known as the Flavian Amphitheater, was commissioned by Emperor Vespasian of the Flavian Dynasty in A.D 70 as a gift to the Roman people.

While this is probably better classified as architecture, it is not a
stretch to view the massive display as a work of art. The Last Supper by
Leonardo da Vinci is one of the most famous paintings in history.
This piece was commissioned around 1495 by Leonardo’s patron, Ludovico Sforza, Duke of Milan. Painted in the refectory of the Convent
of Santa Maria delle Grazie, Milan, it was originally commissioned for a
renovation of the church.
I have two pieces of stained glass in my study that Sarah had commissioned years ago, one to represent the years we were at Rock Spring
Presbyterian, a piece with a Celtic cross in the middle, and then another that is the PCUSA seal in blue and red with clear glass all around.
The thing about these things, though, is that they are things, and
things don’t last. No matter how great the commission, no matter how
magnificent the workmanship, no matter how breathtaking the result,
the Notre Dame can burn, and we are powerless to stop it. Jesus’
great commission, on the other hand, is one that does last because it is
about people, not things. It’s about each of us recognizing our particular place in God’s kingdom to do what we are called to do. Maybe each
of us is a Great Commission, a masterpiece commissioned by the King
of All Everything?
When I consider that I might be something that God specifically asked
to be called forth, shaped from the talent and resources of the Spirit …
indeed the whole Trinity … well, that makes me sit up a little straighter.
And you, too, are an equally stunning masterpiece in your own right,
unique and perfect for your own task. We are Great Commissions who
are also greatly commissioned, called to find our task that makes the
world a more beautiful place. For most of us, it’s probably not a fresco
or an illuminated manuscript; it’s more likely a small righting of the
wheel of justice, a kindness that goes without fanfare, or a gift given
without expectation. These are the small ways that make the world
easier, more beautiful, not on a massive scale, but to one person in a
way that matters. We cannot stop a thing from burning, but we can
comfort each other when it does.
I think that’s what Jesus is calling the disciples to do, comfort each other, be there for each other, keep showing up and keep going. If we
consider commission as something we are supposed to do, then let’s
look at the verbs in Jesus’ commission. In the NRSV, Jesus tells us to

go, make, baptize, teach, and remember. In Eugene Peterson’s interpretation, The Message, Jesus says to go, train, mark, and instruct.
These are actions between people, not things to be built or hung
on the walls. These are actions that mean hard work, and not like the
“mowing the grass” kind of hard work where you can look at it and
say: 1. I did that and 2. I finished. Our great commissions are lifelong
things that we are rarely able to look back on and see a freshly mown
lawn. The grass just keeps growing, we just keep needing each other,
and we just keep trimming our way along our paths. Jesus makes it
clear that this isn’t just some suggestion that just crossed his mind a
few minutes ago. The full authority of God rests upon him, compelling
him to compel us toward action. I’m guessing that Jesus’ authority
feels pretty strong and real to these young men who are having a conversation with their dead friend. They know he was dead because they
watched people kill him just days ago, yet here they are …just talking
to him alive again.
That’s some serious authority right there. Maybe Jesus needs to name
that authority again, though, because he’s not asking us to do an easy
thing? Wouldn’t we prefer to stay up on that mountaintop and just
worship together? It’s nice up there. We know the people we are
with really well. Even if we doubt, and we all do, it’s okay. Jesus is
right here. We can touch him. We can worship him. It is a lovely
place to be, not entirely comfortable, but a place we know we are welcome and loved.
Don’t get me wrong, I think worship is crucial and wonderful, but we
aren’t called to stay there. Jesus wants us to pray with our feet moving. We have work to do. It’s work that entails everybody else in the
world, all those people who aren’t on the mountain with us. People
who might not love us or welcome us or want to hear what we’ve got
to say but we’ve got to say it anyway because Jesus told us to teach
everyone what he commanded us.
Think about that for a minute. Jesus says we’re supposed to teach
people all that he commanded us. What did Jesus ever actually command us to do? Jesus give us plenty of direction. Here are just a few
of the things he says we should do:• Repent • Follow Me • Rejoice
• Let Your Light Shine • Honor God's Law • Be Reconciled • Do Not
Lust • Keep Your Word • Go the Second Mile• Love Your Enemies

