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I share this not to provoke you to pity but to be transparent and vulnera-
ble.  In recent months, I have discovered that the truest form of courage, 
the courage of people such as Paul, is vulnerable courage, and I want the 
next phases of my ministry and personhood to be courageously vulnera-
ble and authentic.  This ministry we share is such a gift to me and to my 
family, but I need to adjust the pace--for rest, refreshment, and renewal 
and so this season of renewal could not have come at a more perfect 
time.   
 
I am eager to spend time with God, to listen to the inner music stirring 
within me.  I am eager to spend time with Sarah and our children, with 
myself, and with music.  I will miss you and will pray for you.  Please pray 
for us.   I hope you fully embrace this season of renewal for your own 
soul, for the church community, and for the music that God will help us 
write together in the future.  I hope you will enjoy a break from me but 
will pray for me and in days or weeks or months, come to miss me and 
want me to return! Emily Dickinson once said of hope: “Hope is the thing 
with feathers/That perches in the soul/ And sings the tune without the 
words/And never stops–at all.” May we all listen closely for that hope 
that perches deep within us when we slow down long enough to listen 
intently.  There is a song there from God just for us, a song of grace and 
truth and beauty.  Rev. Scott Hoezee (Director of Center for Preaching, 
Calvin Seminary) reminds us: Paul’s not selling false hope.  We still need 
Romans 5.  Our Souls need hope like our lungs need oxygen.  Hope is 
God’s gift that keeps us moving.  But be aware: hope’s twin sibling is 
fear.  “To folks like us Paul would say, “You’re forgetting something, my 
friends: grace is where you live. Your relationship with God is one of sha-
lom–everything is in order now because of Jesus. Where’s your hope?  
Why are you letting worry forever edge it out? This is the time for rejoic-
ing, not nail-biting; for joy, not fear.” Only you know what you are really 
facing.  You know your limits.  Where is God calling you to let go of fear 
and cling to faith?  God’s hope is your hope for today and for tomorrow.   
 
Trust in God.  Our suffering leads to endurance which leads to character 
which produces hope.  “and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us.” Let's have a wonderful summer of renewal. 
  
 To God be the glory.  Amen. 
  



  
I think the Apostle Paul would like that song.  David M. Bailey lived for 
many years and made music, music that had a ring of faith to it 
through and through.  He spoke to people about faith, hope, and love 
and the hope we have in Jesus Christ.  My life is richer because of him.   
 A second cyst was discovered in late April of 2010 and surgery to re-
move that and some new tumor growth was performed in May 2010. P 
David did not fully recover from that last surgery. He died on October 
2, 2010, fighting to the very end with his tenacious hope, 14 years, 3 
months post diagnosis.  He now rests from his labors, and his good 
works follow him. As I stand before you today, I have so many memo-
ries flooding my mind.  It is hard to believe that we’ve been doing min-
istry together for seven years.  Wow!  I feel like I’m just getting 
warmed up.  This message of hope that God has entrusted to us never 
grows old.  I look forward to our next chapter together. I give thanks to 
God for this sabbatical you and the good folk of the Lilly Foundation 
are making possible.  I truly am grateful and promise to use this gift 
of grace well.  It is such a special thing, and I do not and will not take it 
for granted.  In the last year, I’ve been in a strange season of my life.  
I have really struggled with exhaustion, burnout, and fatigue.  I’ve been 
ordained for 19 years and served a church for two during seminary, 
and have not missed more than two Sundays since 1998, and that is at 
least 250 Session meetings and more committee meetings than I’d like 
to count. There have been so many blessings, such as baptizing and 
confirming hundreds of people, making new friends, and helping those 
in need.   
There have been the heartbreaking moments of grief, tragedy, and 
church crisis.  There have been moments of quiet suffering, to be com-
pletely honest, a dark night of the soul, a struggle to balance all the 
tasks, the weight of the call, and the expectation of many not to be 
human but to be flawless, something Dr. Brene Brown describes as a 
“mid-life unraveling.” Were it not for God’s unconditional love and the 
hope we share in Jesus Christ and the love of family and friends, I hate 
to think of where I would be right now.  I have hope because I truly 
believe 
that after a time of renewal, I will be ready for all that God has in store 
for us! 
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Romans 5:1-11 
  
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access 
to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 
glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the 
right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for 
a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we 
have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the 
wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been recon-
ciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.” 
  
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 ----------- 
  
Today’s sermon is about hope.  At a recent baccalaureate service at 
FBHS, Class President Rob Gray, the 3rd of the 5 Gray boys, stands up to 
address his class.  He described how happy he feels, how excited he is 
about the future, and how thankful he is for his classmates.  With ma-
turity far beyond his years, Rob names the moment two years ago when 
his dad suddenly died, and how that would have wrecked his life if it 
were not for his friends and class mates and the faith imparted to him 
in Jesus Christ.  There was hardly a dry eye in the room when Rob spoke.   
Some people see today’s graduates and feel despairing about our world, 
but I hope that many will join me and see that hope is very much alive! 
 Rev. Julie Noraas, ordained minister and author, whose area of interest 
and research is the subject of hope, claims that hope has seven forms: 



1) Inborn Hope –The kind most children have; it’s their basic disposi-
tion unless adults do something to threaten it.2. Chosen Hope –This is 
the person with cancer who determinedly chooses to believe that 
treatment will be successful no matter the current outlook. This hope 
is a life stance. 3. Borrowed Hope – Sometimes another person sees 
causes for hope in your life more easily than you can. If the person is 
honest and trustworthy, you can borrow their confidence in you, and 
their hope for you. 4. Bargainer’s Hope – When a daunting challenge 
crashes into our life, we can take a bargainer’s position. "If I do this, 
then that will happen.”5. Unrealistic Hope – This kind of hope belongs 
to teenagers who believe they could be the next Seth Curry of basket-
ball. Or the hope created by the promise of a certain cereal will help 
you lose weight and keep it off for years to come. You’re hoping for 
things that could happen, but it’s not probable. 6. False Hope –There 
are silly versions of false hope, like chain letters promising money if 
you send them along. Or more serious false hopes, like the ones creat-
ed by nasty insurance schemes that bilk money from people. And eve-
ryday examples of false hope, such as the hope that one person, 
whether friend or spouse, can meet all your needs and make you hap-
py.7. Mature Hope –A person with this kind of hope can wait. His or 
her hope is not based on particular outcomes or on a belief that every-
thing will turn out well. Mature hope is based on meaning. In other 
words, things are worthwhile regardless of how they turn out. 
  
(Source:  https://psychcentral.com/blog/the-7-kinds-of-hope) 
  
How hope-filled do you and I feel today in our walk with God?  In Ro-
mans 5, what kind of hope do you think Paul describes?  Is it chosen, 
borrowed, the result of bargaining, unrealistic, or is it real and mature?  
We may debate and dialogue about the nature of Paul’s hope, but we 
can all agree that sharing the hope of God in Jesus Christ is an essential 
aspect of his life. Is it yours and mine? As Martin Luther matures in his 
faith hundreds of years ago, he wrestles and grappled with hope, and 
it all comes down to this question: "How can sinners like us ever be 
holy in the eyes of a righteous God?”  In short, how can we have hope? 
 Luther’s answer is that there is nothing that we can possibly do to be-
come just.  It is all about God’s grace, God’s mercy, and the hope God 
freely gives to us through Jesus.  Jesus is the hope God gives to the 
world.  This is pure grace. All the brokenness that separates a sinful 
humanity from a righteous God, Jesus reconciles.  Jesus is the one who 
shows us through his life, death, and resurrection, “For God so loves 

the world that God gives his only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
has everlasting life.” (John 3:16)I hope this is music to our ears. This 
hope sparks our rejoicing in God, and it even gives us a way to cope 
with the worst of life, even suffering.  With hope, suffering can yield 
perseverance, character, and make the light of hope shine brighter.   
 
We must remember that Paul writes about hope to people whose lives 
daily were expected to be lived in total obedience to the state, a time 
where Caesar was to be revered as god!  Paul’s letter is a gift to inspire 
these struggling people to dig deep within themselves to imagine new 
ways to imagine their reality.  Paul helps them imagine what could be 
in life, not just what was. Often when I think of a living example of 
hope, I think of the life of David M. Bailey.  I came across him early in 
my ministry.  He played guitar and sang at various Presbyterian confer-
ences, and he always shared his story of being in the throws of a cor-
porate career in the 1990s, and in ’96 had terrible headaches and after 
going to the doctors for tests, learned he had a massive brain tumor.   
They told him he needed to get his affairs in order.  He had one in a 
million chance of surviving, and he replied with great tenacity, 
"Somebody’s gotta be that one!”   
  
David had surgery and all kinds of treatments and beat many odds.  
Realizing the precious gift of time, he left corporate work for his first 
love, music (check out www.davidmbailey.com).  Many of his songs 
speak of praising God even during the worst moments of life— 
pain, chemotherapy, and facing death.   Listen to the words 
of his song “Message of Hope” as it relates so well to Romans 5.  
The message of hope never grows old It's the heat of the fire that 
drives out the cold  It's the rhythm of time that beats like a drum It's 
where you are going and where you are from The message of hope 
never grows old Sweeter than honey, more precious than gold 
It's the song of the bird on her very first flight It's the light of the moon 
in the middle of night The message of hope never grows old It's the 
greatest story that ever was told It's the green in the grass and the 
blue in the sky It's the reason we have the courage to try The message 
of hope never grows old. It makes the weak strong and turns the meek 
bold Simple as sun, a joy to behold The message of hope never grows 
old The message of hope never grows old. It's the way that the world 
was meant to unfold As long as you'll listen, I promise to sing Hope 
never dies, let it ring, let it ring, let it ring, let it ring….. 

https://psychcentral.com/blog/the-7-kinds-of-hope
http://www.davidmbailey.com

