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we are about.”
I caught sight of Jesus in a note I found at the bottom of a box I
that once hung on my bulletin board. It says “Today I will hold myself to
a standard of grace, not perfection.” Jesus says, “Yes. This is what we
are about.”
I caught sight of Jesus in colleagues who are acting to promote
political change in areas where they think injustices are being done to
“the least of these.” Jesus says “Yes. This is what we are about.”
I caught sight of Jesus in the generosity of our giving that has
filled up three carts in Jim Thomas Hall with food for Barnabas. Jesus
says, “yes, this is what we are about.”
To be honest, I could carry this list on for probably another hour.
For you see, when you look for Jesus, you see what Jesus is about. When
you set your sights on Him, and following Him, you can’t help hearing
over and over again “Yes. This is what we are about.”
So, I challenge us, as the summer pivots, to think about those
questions – what are we about as a church, and as individuals? Where are
we setting our sights? Where do we need to set our faces to get the most
out of our sabbatical summer, and to be renewed. What does our Jerusalem look like, and how are we going to get there? I’m interested to hear
your answers…. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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simply about teaching, preaching, and healing. Now, he is about heading toward his final destination. His face is set to Jerusalem, to fulfilling the destiny God has given him. His prior work has led to this
point of the journey, and he continues with a marked change in purpose
and direction.
We too, are in some ways at a pivot point in our summer here.
Our faces have been set on sabbatical and renewal for a while. The
planning, the prepping, the getting ready, the concert, and then it was
here! And renewal is a word we are using a lot – and for good reason!
God created us to not work relentlessly, but to also rest so we can do
God’s work in the world. And while I don’t think we have been exactly
“resting”, we have enjoyed a different rhythm as we have focused on
what renewal means. We are enjoying guest preachers. We have activities planned such as the picnic tonight. We are renewing the staffing
model for ministry to children, youth, and their families. We are soaking up the slower pace of the summer. But, I noticed last year, and
again this year, that once the calendar shifts to July, we pivot as a
church and begin to set our sights on what’s next. My to do list no longer includes the tasks of renewal, but also the tasks of preparing for the
new program year. And so, I’m thinking about our sabbatical pivot. As
we have dreamed of renewal and planned for it, I wonder now, what we
set our faces to as we enter into the next part of the summer. Because
why are we seeking renewal if not for service? If we do not rest, we
cannot serve. But if we only rest, we do not serve.
So, where are our faces set right now? Where do we need to set
them? What are we looking forward to, and what is blinding our vision? What are we being renewed for anyway? I think we are being
renewed so that we can boldly proclaim where we see Jesus and can
articulate what he wants us to do as his disciples, and then do it. Maybe
the next step of that process – we do still have lots of sabbatical left! - is
to see where we catch sight of Jesus this week.
I caught sight of Jesus in the outpouring of care given by many
of our deacons for our church family. In the hospice rooms, in the meals
delivered, in the tasks organized. Jesus says, “Yes. This is what we
are about.”
I caught sight of Jesus in a political discussion online where
two people disagreed dramatically and, instead of tearing one another
down, were able to conduct a civil conversation. Jesus says, “Yes.
This is what we are about.”
I caught sight of Jesus in the faces of the children of our members who were at Camp Montgomery this week, and in the faces of
those who work to make camp possible. Jesus says, Yes, this is what
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This has been a rough week for some of us here. Much of my
attention was spent with those in our congregation needing pastoral care,
my time was spent at Mayo, hospice, and in homes. Bread was broken,
hands were held, prayers were prayed. I took a few minutes waiting for
the ferry to Mayo on Friday to just pay attention to where I was and what
was happening. I noted pelicans and seagulls, shrimp-boats, Coast Guard
ships. I wandered to the beach area and watched the waves for a bit. I
tried to pay attention to what was happening around me as I shifted gears
for a few minutes.
Jesus is also shifting his attention – the passage for today says he
has “set his face towards Jerusalem.” He looked towards his ultimate end
of his time here on earth. Holy week feels a long, long way away in the
lectionary cycle – and yet Jesus is in his mind already there. He is looking forward. Looking to the future. Looking to what is next. And because of this, he took the shortcut to Jerusalem, through Samaria. “That
was a rule of thumb observed by the Jews in his day to avoid all contact
with those Samaritan “lowlifes” who had the temerity to believe, among
other silly things, that they could worship God just as well from their temple as from the big Temple in Jerusalem. For their part, the Samaritans
were happy to return the favor in taking the long way around Jerusalem
when they traveled as well as being perfectly happy to have folks like
Jesus and the disciples take the long way around so that they likewise
would not have to encounter any Jews.
In framing this story the way he does, Luke is clever on many
levels. First, he makes clear that Jesus has a growing sense of his destiny.
When verse 51 famously tells us of Jesus’ resolute faceward turn toward
Jerusalem, we know as readers that this is far more than some little itinerary detail from Jesus’ travels. Jesus is heading toward Jerusalem to save
the world through his own sacrifice. Knowing that, we as readers likewise
sense that the trek through Samaria is not merely a matter of expediency.
Yes, Jesus has no time to take the long way around but it’s more than that.
Jesus also needs to head through Samaria because his purpose includes
those folks, too. How odd it would be if Jesus were to sense afresh his
divine vocation only to skirt Samaria.”
So, as Jesus has set his eyes on Jerusalem, what are the others in
the text setting their faces upon? Where is their attention focused? The
Samaritans are focused on a foreigner in their land who seems to have

motives beyond them. They are focused on their distrust and religious
beliefs. Their need to be right. James and John have focused on the
way Jesus has been treated, and the un-hospitality showed to them.
They are so focused on this, that at the end of a day when I imagine all
of them to be tired and cranky without a place to rest, they offer to call
down fire from heaven to smite those who have done them wrong. And
Jesus looks at them and says “Nope. That’s not what we are about.”
It’s probably a good thing I had this passage in my
mind yesterday. I left the church and was at the stop sign at 5th and
Center. There were tourists crossing the street in front of me – a family
complete with toddlers, ice cream, and someone dropping something in
the crosswalk, wandering slowly by. I sighed deeply, and reminded
myself of the benefits tourism offers us as a community and then I saw
a car in my mirror coming up behind me. Then, the car was pulling to
the right of me, and then around me into the crosswalk – with people in
it. The driver made a “lovely” gesture in my direction and sped off
through the intersection, almost hitting the child he had not seen because I was stopped in front of him. And, I briefly pondered the possibility of raining fire down on his head…. Until I remembered Jesus’
rebuking the disciples for having similar thoughts. “Nope. That’s not
what we are about.”
Jesus is able to keep his eyes fixed on where he is going. He
can see the outcome, his attention is where it needs to be. The others,
well, not so much. And we see that even more when we get to the next
village. Here we have individuals who say they want to follow Jesus,
but they are looking at other things. The second and third individuals
he speaks to say they want to follow him, but that they have other
things to do first. They see what is immediately in front of them – family to say goodbye to, work to be done to prepare for departure. They
are focused on their immediate concerns. And I wonder what are the
immediate concerns we focus on that perhaps make it hard to set our
sights on Jesus. School. Work. Social obligations. Civic activities and
responsibilities. Rigid beliefs we are unwilling to change. The obvious
things come to mind. But we also focus on ourselves – how we project
ourselves to the world through social media can be a big one. The proverbial fire we want to rain down on those who don’t let us be right all
the time, or whom we see as wrong. What else do we see? And what
else may blind us? The disciples couldn’t see what Jesus saw, they
were too worried about how they had been slighted, and too mad that
they had been called out by Jesus as not being right. The Samaritans
couldn’t see what Jesus saw – they were too upset that he was a Jew in
their country who did not worship the way they did.
Have you ever lost something you just had? The pen you were
using, your shoes that you took off an hour ago, your glasses? How
often when you find it do you say something like “if it were a snake it
would have bitten me?” or “I looked right past them!”? Sometimes
when we lose focus, we lose sight of what matters the most. When our

eyes wander, when our attention shifts, we don’t see what we need to
right in front of us.
Have you ever lost sight of Jesus? I did for a minute when I
wanted to rain fire down on the car on 5th street. And then Jesus said
“Nope. That’s not what we are about.”
Did you ever lose sight of Jesus when you questioned if someone receiving food from the food pantry was worthy? And then Jesus
said “Nope. That’s not what we are about.”
Did you ever lose sight of Jesus when you said unkind things
about someone who did not hold your own political or religious beliefs?
And then Jesus said “Nope. That’s not what we are about.”
Did you ever lose sight of Jesus when you were more worried
about being right than being kind? And then Jesus said “Nope. That’s
not what we are about.”
Did you ever lose sight of Jesus when you focused on how
much you had and not on the one who gave it to you? And then Jesus
said “Nope. That’s not what we are about.”
Did you ever lose sight of Jesus when you were prejudiced?
And then Jesus said “Nope. That’s not what we are about.”
Did you ever lose sight of Jesus when you pined for the past
rather than looking ahead to see where He is at work now? And then
Jesus said “Nope. That’s not what we are about.”
So maybe then, Jesus’ response to the new followers was not as
extreme as we might think it is. Yes, the words are harsh. If you follow me, you don’t have a place to sleep. If you follow me, you need to
walk away from that which you grieve over and share the good news of
the Kingdom of God. If you follow me, you need to let go of that
which you knew before and look to something new.
I’ve buried a lot of people. And will again this week when we
celebrate the life of Fred Armstrong. And I’ve noticed that there are 2
kinds of people – those who are able to navigate their grief and come
out the other side and those who get stuck there. I remember the women whose father had died 20 years ago and the room was exactly the
same as it was the day the funeral home came for him. She got stuck in
her grief, and would not allow anyone to enter into it with her and help
lead her through it. Jesus does not want us to get stuck where we are.
He wants us to be able to move forward. To acknowledge the losses of
our lives, the pain we may feel, and then move forward. Yes, you may
still grieve, you may still be sad, you may still miss the person, but in
your healing, you can see Jesus. And you hear Jesus saying, Follow
me.
I feel like this passage is a pivot point. One where direction is
changed clearly and sharply. Before, Jesus was ministering to the people, but now he has a clear mission and a direction. He is no longer

