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The thing that strikes me about Jesus’ stories today is his idea that there 

are things worth searching for.  It’s okay, maybe even good, to decide 

that something is worth some work.  Jesus seems to be suggesting that 

wholeness is worth it.  Could a shepherd make do with 99 sheep?   

 

I’d imagine so, but this particular herd has 100, so 99 is what makes it 

whole.  Even one missing piece causes a crack, a lack of integrity, and it’s 

worth it to the shepherd to not only go out and look for it, but to rejoice 

when he finds it.  And maybe the woman could make do with 9 coins, but 

she wants what is hers.  She wants the whole.  I don’t think Jesus really 

cares about possessions, but he knows that we do.  He knows that look-

ing for things matters to us.  What if the things Jesus wants us to look for 

are not things, but are the pieces of our hearts that God gave us to be 

uniquely us?  What if Jesus is calling us to find those parts, regardless of 

what the world tells us?  To reclaim our whole as God intends us to be?  

To throw a huge party when we find it, when we find us? 

 

That searching, that sincere desire for wholeness, that is reckoning, and 

that is difficult work.  It is much easier to sit in the cheap seats and grum-

ble.  But then we miss Jesus.  We watch him walk past, and we don’t get 

up to follow him with our whole selves, even the pieces that hurt to 

acknowledge.  It’s those pieces that Jesus celebrates the most. 

 

You and I either walk into our stories and own the truth of our lives, or 

we live outside our stories hustling for our own worthiness (p. 45).  I 

want to own the whole story that God gave me and live God’s truth in 

my life.  I want all 3 acts, especially the happily ever after, the redemp-

tion.  Next week, we’ll talk about that.   

 

This week, though, I challenge us to reckon, to walk into our stories, to 

exercise our holy curiosity.  Pay attention and notice something you feel.  

Anything at all, good or bad, just notice it.  Say to yourself:  I feel grateful 

or I feel heavy or whatever.  And then get curious about it.  Why do I feel 

that?  It doesn’t have to change the whole world, but it is a start.  Once we 

know where we are, it’s much easier to figure out where we want to go, 

and where I want to go is with Jesus.   

 

 

To God be the glory.  Amen. 
 



breaking rules means you are wrong.  They have not left room in their 

hearts for Jesus and his unexpected actions.   

 

When I get curious about difficult emotions and I dig deeper into why 

I’m feeling them, I often find fear at the root of them.  Why does it scare 

me to be uncertain?  It is scary when things don’t go the way I think 

they should.  It is scary to acknowledge that we don’t control the world, 

not even our little part of it.  It makes me realize that I don’t have the 

power that I thought I did.  It’s scary when we think we have a good 

handle on the rules, then someone comes along and turns them on their 

heads.  And let’s be clear here:  it’s not that Jesus doesn’t know the 

rules; it’s that he understands them differently than they do.   

 

To make matters worse, people seem to love this rule-breaker.  People 

might even love this rule-breaker more than they love us rule-keepers.  

Jesus doesn’t break rules to hurt people.  He only ever breaks the rules 

to include the outcast, to heal the hurting, to cure the sick.  He seems to 

suggest that there is no wrong way to help someone, no wrong time to 

right some small injustice (rescuing an ox from a ditch or a sheep from 

a wolf).  This is not what the rules say, but people don’t seem to care.  

People seem to want inclusion, justice, and wholeness more than they 

want rules.  This simply does not gee-haw with what the scribes and 

pharisees have been taught and have dedicated their lives to.  The vast-

ness of Jesus’ love doesn’t fit with their rules, and it is terrifying. Phari-

see, scribe, healed sinner, disciple … no matter who you are, the vast-

ness of Jesus’ love is terrifying.  It’s just a matter of whether it scares 

you into the arena or into the cheap seats.  The vastness of Jesus’ love 

can inspire or paralyze.  Which is it for you?   

 

If we listen to Jesus’ stories today, there are a couple of things that 

stand out to me.  First is his idea that here are righteous people and 

there are sinners.  I have a hard time believing that Jesus thinks there 

are really righteous people out there, people who are not lost, people 

who are not worth looking for.  But the scribes and pharisees would 

certainly see the world in those divisions, so maybe Jesus sets up that 

juxtaposition because he knows his audience.  He has to use words they 

know so that they will listen and possibly want to understand what 

he’s getting at. 
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Last week we talked about 2 types of people:  the one who carries a cross 

for Jesus in the arena  and the one in the cheap seats (the critic).  Our 

reading today includes some grumbling, and I think critics are the ones 

who grumble.  I think it’s one of their favorite things to do.  You put a 

few of us together in a group, be it a school, an office, a retirement com-

munity, or a church, and it won’t take us long to grumble about the food, 

the boss, the smell, the temperature, the color of the carpet, or the cost of 

something.  It’s almost as if we are hardwired for grumbling. 

 

Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves, though, and so he an-

swers their grumbling with story.  So often in scripture, Jesus answers a 

critic with a story.  He knows, and Brené Brown’s research supports it, 

that we are actually hardwired for story, not for grumbles.  Brené says, 

“We’re wired for story. In a culture of scarcity and perfectionism, there’s 

a surprisingly simple reason we want to own, integrate, and share our 

stories of struggle. We do this because we feel the most alive when we’re 

connecting with others and being brave with our stories – it’s in our biol-

ogy … The idea that we’re “wired for story” is more than a catchy phrase. 

Neuroeconomist Paul Zak has found that hearing a story—-a narrative 

with a beginning, middle, and end—-causes our brains to release cortisol 

and oxytocin. These chemicals trigger the uniquely human abilities to 

connect, empathize, and make meaning. Story is literally in our DNA.” 

 

In her book Rising Strong, Brené explains the 3 acts of a story arc:   

Act 1.  The hero is called to adventure.  This act includes the “inciting in-

cident.” 

Act 2.  The hero tries every comfortable way to solve this problem.  This 

act includes some form of “rock bottom.” 

Act 3.  The hero shows that he or she has learned the lesson and is willing 

to prove this no matter what it costs.  This act includes redemption. 

 

Every story follows this progression, including Jesus’ parables. 



Act 1:  The man has a lot of sheep but loses one. 

Act 2:  The man looks for his sheep. 

Act 3:  The man finds his sheep. 

 

Act 1: The woman has some coins but loses one. 

Act 2:  The woman looks for her coin. 

Act 3:  The woman finds her coin. 

 

More simply put, it’s beginning, middle, end.  It’s once upon a time, 

and then an evil villain or an awful thing, and then happily ever after.   

 

Act 2 of that process – the middle part, the rock bottom part – that’s 

what we’re talking about today.  It’s the part where you look for what 

you lost.  You realize that you lost a little something that was part of 

you, and you decide that it’s worth it to go find it.  It actually takes 

some good, hard seeking.  It’s the messy middle, and you just can’t skip 

it.  Not if you want to rise strong.  Not if you want to follow Jesus. 

 

Brené calls Act 2 the reckoning.  It is a navigational term—“dead reck-

oning” means finding out exactly where you are.  You stop and look 

around and determine where you’ve been and how you got to where 

you are.  You observe the wind, weather, currents, and speed.  You 

check your compass.  (Brown, Rising Strong, p. 46).  In the middle of 

your dark, lost place, you look up at the night sky and see the stars, and 

they help put you in your place.   

 

While GPS has made physical reckoning much easier, there’s an emo-

tional reckoning that we must face if we want to grow and mature as a 

result of rock bottom.  If we fail to label what brought us to rock bottom 

and to be curious about why and how we got here, we’ll never be able 

to chart our course up; we’re destined to return to rock bottom again 

and again until we either do the hard work or find a nice, comfy cheap 

seat to settle into.  The word “reckon” comes from the middle English 

“rekenen,” meaning, “to narrate or make an account.” Reckoning is 

owning our story, even the lost, dark, messy, less-than-perfect parts.  

Especially the lost, dark, messy, less-than-perfect parts.  It’s recognizing 

our sin and confessing it to God and also to each other as necessary.  

Rising strong reckoning has two clear parts.  First, engage our feelings.  

Second, get curious about the story behind our feelings—the range of 

emotions we experience and how they connect to our thinking and act-

ing (Ibid ).   

 

So imagine we are the scribes and pharisees in today’s reading, but we 

are scribes and pharisees who want to move out of those cheap seats 

and into the arena, who are ready to give in to that nagging little voice 

inside of us that says that maybe this Jesus is onto something.  What 

would we do if we wanted to reckon with our feelings? 

 

Step one, we have to acknowledge our feelings.  I say this like this is 

easy to do, but it’s not.  I don’t know about you, but I know I have 

years of experience at writing my feelings off on other people before 

I’ve actually looked them in the eye and named them.  It is not nothing 

to do this.  So for us, the scribes and pharisees, we are grumbly because 

Jesus isn’t following our rules.  He is hanging out with the wrong peo-

ple.  Saying this is an important first step because if we don’t do this, 

we can’t do the next part:  get curious about why we are feeling this 

way. 

 

Step two is being curious about why we have these feelings.  I think 

curiosity is holy.  We are born curious.  God created us to want to 

know.  We are born not knowing and wanting to know.  Somewhere 

along the way, though, not knowing becomes scary instead of inspir-

ing, and we become less comfortable with uncertainty.   

 

Wonder falls to the wayside. Doubt is discredited.  The world tells us 

that certainty is more comfortable (and therefore more preferable) to 

curiosity, but I’m not sure that Jesus would agree with that.  Jesus is not 

afraid of doubt.  I think Jesus might even say that doubt is intimately 

connected with faith.  Can you have true faith if you’ve never had 

doubt?  Author Anne Lamott says, “The opposite of faith is not doubt: 

It is certainty.”  Another author says, “Doubt is the ants in the pants of 

faith; it keeps it alive and moving.” 

 

So step two:  why?  Why, in the name of holy curiosity, are we grum-

bling about the fact Jesus is breaking the rules? Tons of people break 

the rules; in fact, it’s all those people who break the rules who make us 

feel so good about keeping them. It seems to me that maybe part of the 

reason the scribes and pharisees are grumbly is that they are certain.  

They think they already know the rules.  It is clear what they are sup-

posed to do and not do.  Following rules means that you are right; 


