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sing or tell children stories of their faith?  Are you still figuring out what 
your passion or life’s work is?  We are in stewardship season, and we are 
talking about Sharing God’s Gifts.  I invite you this week to pray about 
your vocation.  Make a list if you want, draw a picture, say a prayer.  
Look for where god calls you to share the gifts and skills that God has 
given you.  Not only the gifts of money, but even more importantly, the 
gifts of your life.  Vocation is not what you do 9-5. Vocation is the call 
God has placed on your life to share your gifts as you do the work God 
has created you to do.  May you hear God’s call on your life clearly as 
you discern.  In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 



 
Part of what makes something a “vocation” is when we can 

find joy in what we are doing.  I sense that many of you found that joy 
in your careers.  You tell stories of adventures as pilots and executives, 
as teachers and leaders.  Many of you still find that joy in what you do. 
Yes, you work hard.  Yes there are days that are not amazing.  There 
may be more un-amazing days than we want to admit.  But the joy is 
still there.  And, that also matters if your 9-5 job is not your vocation – 
not your life’s passion.  For many of you, you find other wats to serve 
your life’s passion between 5 and 9.  When Mark DeVries was here this 
summer he met with  Elders and Deacons, and commented several 
times to me about those leaders he sat down with about how much 
joy he saw in their service to the church.  It may be that your vocation 
is working with children. It may be that your vocation is serving at First 
Cafe or on the sanctuary guild.  Is it possible that outreach is your pas-
sion and what makes your heart sing?  Perhaps you have gifts for ad-
ministration that you use helping at a local non-profit.  What is your 
vocation?  What gifts has God given you that make your heart sing? 

 
I’ll be honest, I’ve had periods of time where my job did not 

make my heart sing.  Waiting tables was not my vocation.  Being the 
secretary to stock brokers was not my vocation. Serving customers in a 
clothing store waiting for my first call did not make my heart sing. 
Sure, I could do it.  Sure I was good at it. But God was calling me to 
something else.  I found that in those jobs that did not make my heart 
sing, God found ways for me to use my gifts.  I worked with grieving 
families as we settled estates and figured out stock transfers.  I prayed 
with office staff on 9/11 as we waited for the news that our branch 
manager was not meeting in the buildings that were no more.  The 
past several weeks I realized my job waiting tables was less about chips 
and salsa and more about being an ad-hoc chaplain to those who may 

never set foot in the doors of a church.  Think for a moment – what is 
your call story?  How did God nudge you towards your job, your ca-
reer?  How did God nudge you to your vocation? 

 
 
What are the gifts and skills that God has given to you?  How 

does using them make your heart sing?  Do you listen well?  Can you 
organize a mess?  Are you able to be compassionate?  Do you love to 
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Luke 19:1-10 
19He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was 

there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. 3He 
was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was short in stature. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that 
way. 5When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house to-
day.’ 6So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7All who saw 
it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one who is 
a sinner.’ 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my 
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone 
of anything, I will pay back four times as much.’ 9Then Jesus said to him, 
‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abra-
ham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’ 

 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11-12 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our* Father and the Lord Je-
sus Christ. 3 We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and 
sisters, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love 
of every one of you for one another is increasing. 4Therefore we our-
selves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness 
and faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are en-
during. 11To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will 
make you worthy of his call and will fulfil by his power every good re-
solve and work of faith, 12so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 
glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Usually when I write a sermon I look for a “way in” – the story or 

anecdote that will grab your attention and help you want to keep listen-
ing.  Sometimes when I don’t have one first hand, I’ll google the topic to 
see what stories may pop up or steer me in a given direction.  As we con-
tinue to think about “Sharing God’s Gifts” and work through Mike 
Slaughter’s Book, The Christian Wallet, the theme for today is 



“vocation”.  So, not having a great example in my file, I went to 
Google.  I was hoping for a story about someone who loved what they 
did and did it to glorify God.  Someone who embodied the idea of how 
what they did 9-5 embodied who they were and how they served God.  
Instead, what I got were a lot of results about nuns.  Yes, Nuns – Cath-
olic women who give up their lives in service to God and others.  
Which serves as a great example, but there’s one teeny tiny issue – we 
aren’t Catholic.  But, I became fascinated with some of what I saw 
listed and followed the rabbit down the rabbit hole of Google and real-
ized something -  not only might this be some of the most interesting 
procrastination  reading ever, what many of the websites described as 
“vocation stories” were actually very similar to what we may think of 
as “call stories” – the stories of how we feel God calling us to work in 
service to God. 

 
If you wander around a Presbyterian Seminary, you hear stu-

dents talk a lot about their “call story”. -the narrative of how they as 
individuals knew they were being called by God to work for the church.  
In school, we live and breathe this story.  We tell it to admissions offic-
ers, we tell it to each other.  We tell the story to presbyteries as we are 
moved through the call process, then we tell it to search committees 
and new presbyteries and new congregations.  And, sometimes those 
of us with these call stories have to tell them to ourselves as a remind-
er as to why we do what we do.  When we get the e-mail that makes 
us cry, when we bury another saint we hold dear.  When the church 
we serve is not kind or following Jesus.  We remind ourselves of the 
call that God has placed on our lives. It can feel easy then, for me to 
talk about call.  To think about what Frederick Buechner once said – 
“your calling is where your deep gladness meets the world’s greatest 
needs.”  And then I have a conversation with someone who says “you 
know what your call is.  I don’t have one.  I have a 9-5 job that pays the 
bills that I hate and want to give up.  What do you say to that Preach-
er?”  Or, more often “I spent my life doing what I loved, and now I’m 
retired and I don’t know what my call is anymore.”  Or, “I spent my 
time when I was working serving God.  Now that I’m retired, it’s some-
one else’s turn”. Or “I’m not working right now.  I’m at home with my 
kids or elderly parents.  I’m not doing anything “productive” that helps 
pay the bills.” 

 
Does any of this resonate?  Do you have an example that 

might fit?  In our tradition we talk about being called to serve God in 

all that we do.  We believe that every facet of our lives should be lived 
in thanksgiving to God for the salvation we received when Jesus died 
and was resurrected.  Another word we talk about that is connected to 
call is the one that sent me searching earlier – vocation. Our vocation 
is a strong feeling of suitability for a particular occupation (according 
to the dictionary).  It is our mission, our purpose, our life’s work.  Your 
vocation is what you do with dedication.  It very well may be your 9-5 
job.  But our vocations do not stop when we leave the office or turn off 
the computer for the day. The letter from 2 Thessalonians today reso-
nates with these ideas of call and vocation.  There is debate about 
when written, and by whom – was it Paul or someone imitating Paul? 
We aren’t sure.  But it does mirror the structure and content of Paul’s 
first letter.  We hear about grace and gratitude and the calling that 
God has placed on us.   

 
Digging deeper into our chapter of Slaughter’s book, we read 

that God created us to work.  In Genesis 2:15, we read where God cre-
ated people and put them to work in the Garden on Eden, to care for 
God’s creation.  In Psalm 128 we are assured that we shall eat the 
fruits of our labor.  And in Ecclesiastes, 3:22 the author says “there is 
nothing better for a person to enjoy their work.  Because that is their 
lot.”  According to Slaughter, “out work is meant to serve as part of 
God’s divine plan for our lives and God’s kingdom strategy.”  Yes, we 
work because in this society, we need money to live.  We cannot live in 
this day and age without encountering money in some form.  Everyone 
who lives touches money in some way shape or form.  Even those liv-
ing off the grid need some to get there.  So we labor not only because 
God created us to, but because it is how we steward what God has 
given us – our skills.  Out talents.  Our compassion.  And “work” does 
not mean outside the home, or for a business, or at our own business.  
It also means the hard work that goes in to caring for children, running 
a household, caring for aging parents is also valued.  We are caring for 
what we have been given by God.  I love the description one of our 
members gave me about their household.  The husband, a business 
owner, runs his organization.  His wife, who stays home is the CEO of 
their family company, while he serves as CFO.  That is, their family.  
She is in charge of planning and logistics, day to day finances, and a 
thousand other things.  While her labor is not paid in the traditional 
sense, her work, her vocation, is just as important to the success of 
their family as her husband’s success in his job. 


