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Psalm 148; Isa 63:-9; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 

“Flee” 

 

Matthew 2:13-23 

13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 

until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then 

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and 

remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken 

by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”  

16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 

and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A 

voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”  

19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph 

in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 

Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, 

took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard 

that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 

go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 

Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 

been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 

Nazorean.”  

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.  People:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 



Today’s passage always reminds me of this bit of humor about how the wise men 

were not very wise at all.  In fact just imagine how much better it would have been 

had they been women:  First, the three wise women would have asked for 

directions, Second they would have arrived on time, helped deliver the Baby, 

cleaned the stable, made a casserole.  Third, they would have given more practical 

gifts! 

 

Today’s message is about fleeing, and the command that God gives via the angel to 

Joseph could not be clearer:  “Flee to Egypt!”  Flee because you, the new mother, 

and the baby are in danger.  Flee because Herod feels threated.  Flee to preserve 

life.  Flee to follow the plans of God.  Flee to Egypt.   

Why Egypt?  Ever wonder that?  Think about it.  Egypt for the Jewish people is a 

code word for security.  Remember way back in Genesis Joseph goes to Egypt, and 

it is there where God’s people ride out famines and tough times?  Scholars suspect 

that at the time of Matthew’s gospel, there is a stable Jewish community in Egypt, 

and it is there the angel tells the holy family to flee. 

 

The word flee is a verb, and it is a word many of us don’t use often.  Well, except 

during hurricane season. If a Category 3 or 4 storm is coming right at us, we might 

board up the house, pack up the car, and flee to safer places.  I tend to think of 

fleeing as a necessary positive action in response to a negative circumstance—a 

bad storm, the threat of life due to economics or war.  Many online dictionaries 

associate fleeing with running, something we must do quickly.   

 

True story from last Spring as the school year was winding down.  Aubrey got 

invited to a beach party of some peers.  She knew a few people there, but as things 

would turn out, some other young people showed up with alcohol.  Of course law 

enforcement caught wind of the event and showed up.  Aubrey and her friends who 

were not part of the illegal partying high-tailed it out of there, fleeing with great 

energy and speed.  Aubrey ran so fast that she lost one of her shoes, to which her 

friend said, “Aubrey, stop you lost a shoe.”  Aubrey said, and I love this, “I can’t 

stop, I have a future!”  Love that girl.  She does have a future, and it is bright! 

 



Joseph must heed the word of the angel and flee because he and Mary and Jesus all 

have futures that involve living out the plans of God.  They flee as an expression of 

faithfulness and obedience.  They flee to find a better way.  They flee to preserve 

life, for Herod creates a nasty scene out of his own fear and anxiety.  They also flee 

to fulfill the prophesy of Scripture.  Fleeing in our story today is a necessary action 

for God’s people, leading the holy family first to Egypt and then eventually to 

Israel. 

Oftentimes we flee things because we are getting away from something.  We leave 

a job because we are unhappy and before long we discover that such fleeing only 

changes the names and faces of our problems.  The problems persist, no matter the 

location of our job.  I know colleagues who will leave churches when the going 

gets tough, hoping for greener pastures in a new church and new people, only to be 

disappointed in a matter of months by the difficulties of ministry in our country 

and culture today.  Does that sound like you in some way?  Do you depart a job or 

a relationship because you are trying to get away from something—maybe it is real 

danger—as was the case of the holy family long ago.  Maybe it is something else? 

 

The opposite of fleeing from things to get away from them is fleeing to gain 

something or to experience a new venture.  In a sense this is what happens to 

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus.  They flee to Egypt to connect with a community there of 

people who will nurture the child of God’s choosing in ways that are fitting for 

God’s plans.  Rather than running from danger or from their past or from their 

problems, they are eagerly moving towards possibility, towards adventures, new 

relationships, challenges, and opportunities to grow.  Does this sound like us today 

in some way?   

 

I am crazy enough to believe that as one year ends and a new year begins, God 

gives us the unique ability to choose how we will perceive the moment.  We can 

head into the new year fleeing from all the challenges and troubles of the previous 

year, or we can look towards the fresh, untouched calendar with wide eyes of 

possibility.  We flee this year with great gusto and eagerness to embrace what lies 

ahead. 

 



I feel compelled to name a very challenging reality that I have observed for many 

churches in our culture relating to this idea of fleeing.  Many people church shop.  

They visit a variety of churches looking for that sweet combination of programs 

that suits their personality, interests, and family needs.  They get involved and 

consume what a particular church offers.  Sometimes they flee one church in 

disappointment and land at a new church hoping that all will be better.  Sometimes 

it is, and other times it is not.  It doesn’t take long for most people to realize and 

experience that church people are sinful just like every body else.  The pastor 

disappoints.  The leadership doesn’t see something through.  Something isn’t 

communicated very well.  A hot button issue is handled differently than how you 

think it ought to be handled.   

You can imagine what happens next.  People flee.  They leave.  They either get 

inactive and stop going to church or they go a-shopping for a better fit.  I have 

learned to tell people when they are looking at our church this.  I can only 

guarantee them one thing.  I will disappoint them.  Sooner or later it will happen, 

and then they will be faced with whether or not to forgive and work it out, or to get 

in a huff and flee. 

 

Here is what I ask of us today whenever we are attempted to flee.  If our lives are 

in danger because of fire or violence or natural disaster, then for God’s sake flee 

and reflect on it later!  However, if it is not life threatening, then make sure you are 

clear on what God’s message is before you act.  Joseph and Mary are clear about 

why they are fleeing to Egypt: to protect Jesus and to be faithful to God.  I would 

dare say for us that most of us are not going to get the clarity we need from an 

external source, such as an angel!  Some of us might be disappointed by that fact, 

but I’m not.  Frankly I find relying on an angel of God to be completely terrifying!  

Do you? 

Ours is the inner work and task of discernment, much trickier in terms of figuring 

out what things to flee from and what things are worth staying to fight for.  What 

are God’s messages for us today as we round out 2019, and where is God nudging 

us to lean in a bit more for 2020?  I think our spiritual growth lies in our ability to 

get curious, own our story here, and seek God’s ways.  The easy thing is simply to 

flee.  Running away is always easy, but fleeing does not bring the growth we are 

capable of, right? 



Now is a time that the author and theologian Phyllis Tickle calls “The Great 

Emergence.”  She says about every 500 years, God’s people go through a rummage 

sale where they decide what they will get rid of and what they will keep.  In other 

words, God’s people get clarity on what they will flee from, and what they will live 

with and own.  Tickle writes and I quote, “During these times of rearrangement 

and upheaval, the institutionalized church throws off things that are restricting its 

growth. When that mighty upheaval happens, history shows that at least three 

things always happen. 

 First, a new, more vital form of Christianity emerges.  

 Second, the organized expression of Christianity, which up until then had 

been the dominant one, is reconstituted into a more pure and less ossified 

expression of its former self. During the Protestant Reformation, both the 

reformers, and those they are reacting against, ended up being better 

churches. 

 Third and finally, every time the incrustations of an overly established 

Christianity is broken open, the faith has spread dramatically, thereby 

increasing the range and depth of the church’s reach. Following the 

Protestant Reformation, Christianity was spread over far more of the earth’s 

territories than had ever been true in the past. 

(Source: https://vancouversun.com/news/staff-blogs/christianity-undergoes-

revolution-every-500-years-including-now) 

 

My dear friends in Jesus Christ, with the birth of our Lord and Savior a little more 

than 2000 years ago, God gifted the world with the greatest emergence human 

history has ever seen.  God did it in the most unbelievable way—through the 

humble lives of Mary and Joseph.  In faith, these people of God practiced fleeing 

as a way of enacting God’s ways.  In the days ahead, let’s flee 2019 and learn from 

our mistakes and sins.  Let’s welcome the new year with hope, possibility, and 

faith.  Together, God will provide the necessary signs for us to know what we need 

to keep and what we need to let go of.   

One thing is for certain for us.  We may never know exactly what the future holds, 

this year or any year, but we know who holds our future. 

To God be the glory.  Amen. 


