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Socrates once said, “The unexamin-
ed life is not worth living.” As you 
peruse the 2019 Annual Report, I 
hope you will discover that God has 
been doing some amazing things in 
our midst. Life lived together as a 
community of faith contributes to 
the good life worth living!  

2019 had three seasons for me and 
our family. First, from January till 
May, we enjoyed our son’s senior 
year of high school. He became an 

Eagle Scout and was accepted into 
Flagler College.  Our daughter 
played soccer and volleyball, and 
enjoyed being in musicals. Spring 
was anything but dull!  

The second season was my sabbat-
ical from late May to September 
2nd. For the first time in my 
ministry, I got to enjoy a season of 

rest, reflection, travel, and renewal. 
We toured Italy, enjoyed folk music 

in Colorado, spent time with family 
in Montreat, and enjoyed downtime 
at home. I discovered how dange-
rously close I was to burnout, and 
explored ways to rest in God’s pre-

sence through prayer, meditation, 
music, and drawing. The summer 
was a time of discovery, healing, and 
worship. Words such as awe, toge-
therness, and delight come to mind, 
as well as deep gratitude to the 
church and to the Lilly Foundation 
for realizing my sabbatical dream. 

The third season began early Sept-

ember. I re-entered the role as 
Pastor here and tried to model a 
calmer presence of God’s peace.  
Sarah and I started a new Sunday 
school class. I led a sermon series 
called Rising Strong. Dr. Brené 
Brown’s words stay with me:  “I 
want to be in the arena. When we 
make the choice to dare greatly, we 

sign up to get our backsides kicked. 
We can choose courage or comfort – 
not both. Vulnerability is not winning 
or losing; it’s having the courage to 
show up and be seen when we have no 
control over the outcome. Vulnerabil-
ity is not weakness; it’s our greatest 
measure of courage.” 

2019 was a year to learn vulner-
ability and a holy kind of courage 
that manifests in a life dedicated to 
loving God and serving neighbors.   
I give thanks for the call to serve 
here, for our talented and dedica-

ted staff and church officers, and 
for the love from our members.   
 
2019 was tough, rich, colorful, and 
filled with the fingerprints of God’s 
grace. Our future may never be 
certain, but we can believe and 
trust in the One who holds our 
future. God’s blessings to us all!   
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THREE SEASONS 
Reviewing a Year of Vulnerability and Renewal 

REV. DR. WAIN WESBERRY, PASTOR & HEAD OF STAFF
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A colleague of mine once said that 
simply turning the calendar page 
from one year to the next does not 

guarantee a new beginning. While I 
agree with this sentiment, I still look 
to 2020 with excitement for us as a 
congregation. I’m dreaming dreams 
and planning for what we can do 
together in the next year. 

I was so proud of the congregation 
during Wain’s sabbatical. We host-
ed guests, cleaned out the whole 

campus, played together, and con-
sidered what renewal meant. What 
I take with me from the summer is 
gratitude for being called here to 
FPC Fernandina Beach.  I’m thank-
ful for Wain as a colleague and a 
friend. I’m also excited to partner 
more with Forrest and his team – 
Kat, Kat, and Emma, each of whom 
are excellent additions to our team.  

 
Did you know that each Wednesday 
we deliver about 3 – 6 meals from 
First Café to homebound members? 
You will see from the Deacon’s 
Report that our amazing deacons 
accomplished a lot this year: visits, 
meal deliveries, rides locally and to 
Jacksonville for medical appoint-
ments – more than I can count!  

 
To ensure we serve all those in 
need, we’ll continue to refine our 
practices in 2020. We are not 
perfect, so I’m thankful for the 
grace shown when we’ve missed 
someone inadvertently. This year, 
we plan to expand our shepherding 
program to include more members.  
I’m also excited to be in the process 

of revitalizing the Stephen Ministry 

Program, so we can better provide 
long term care wherever needed. 

This spring at First Café, we will 
discover our spiritual types. I’m 

excited to see the ways each of you 
connect with God! I invite you to try 
out one of our adult education 
opportunities, including the “We’ve 
Got Questions” class led by Pastor 
Wain and Sarah, and the Voyagers 
class which I lead.   

Last but absolutely not least, I am 
so thankful for our staff.  Gayle and 
Rose make running the office look 
easy. Their work enables me to do 
much of my work. Volunteers are 

lifesavers sometimes! Dave is here 
at all hours of the evening, and Gabi 
and Andy continue to be a delight 
to work with.  We are truly blessed 
to all be doing ministry together. I’m 
looking forward to seeing what God 
will show us in 2020!   
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OF GRATITUDE 
A Retrospective of 2019 

REV. JULIE JENSEN, ASSOCIATE PASTOR
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Total Members 
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2019 

▼2

827

2 0 ADDITIONS

10 
NEW MEMBERS

2 
RESTORED  

TO ACTIVE

2 
TRANSFERS 

6 
CONFIRMANDS

2 2  LOSSES

10 
DEATHS

12 
INACTIVE

Annie Barnhill 
Austin Barnhill  
Deborah Bunner 
Reagan Heymann 
Ron Heymann  

Grace Lipman 
Sonny Mann 
RoseAnn Owens 
Kim Ray 
Sean Watkins 

NEW MEMBERS

Fred Armstrong  
Nina Bird 
Darryl Crisp 
Kathy Dimlich 
Earl Guss 
Jane Holmes 

Polly Hord 
Roland Knight 
Betty Long 
Sara “Pamp” McKendree 
Kathleen Spicer 
Courtney Cecelia Walker

MEMBERS WHO JOINED THE 
CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

1 6   
BAPTISMS

2   

WEDDINGS

Amelia Grace Allen
Robert Zachary Allen
Alexander Paul Allen
Sara Kate Bietenholz
Alesandria Ann Connors
Andrew William Connors
Annelise Elizabeth Connors
Peyton Grace Salter Dugger
Charlotte Touchton Dugger
Lillian Grace Featherston
Tyler Charles Fellows
Brantley Scott Frost
Kate Allison Heymann
Jack McKean Heymann
Cayman Brenley Hogue
Emma Grace Lane

Ashley Mixon &  
 Dylan Dohrn 

David Sturges &  
 Kelly LaMar
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HOW FPC IS 

ORGANIZED 

PAGE  OF 6 22

Bereavement, Prayer Table, Shepherding, 

Transportation, Short-Term Care, & more

Music 
Sanctuary Technology

Food & Fellowship 

Hospitality 
Inclusion

 Columbarium

Spinnaker 

Men’s Ministry

Endowment 
Finance 

Nomination 
Personnel 

Stewardship

Local 
Global

Adult Christian Education 
Children's Ministry

SESSION

CHRISTIAN 

FORMATION

OUTREACH

ADMIN

DIACONATE

WORSHIP

PROPERTY

ENGAGEMENT

Elected Officers

Divisions

Committees / Ministries

Stephen Ministry Presbyterian Women

Duties

Independent Ministries:
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KEY PERSONNEL 2020 
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STAFF

ELDERS

DEACONS

CLASS OF 2020 

Debbie Engers 
Peg Granger 
Marilyn Roberts 
David Sturges 
Tricia Veres 
David Walker 
Nathan Bowers (Youth) 

*filling unexpired term 
+elected in 2019 

CLASS OF 2021 

Gloria Hamilton 
Emily Jones 
David Sturges 
Joann Wesberry 
Carol Whitman 
Sue Wolford 

 

 

CLASS OF 2022+ 

Jim Blackburn 
Susan Clark 
Patsy Hawley 
Bruce Kabath 
Dan Marley 
Alma Pruitt 
Marcus Yew*+

Rev. Dr. Wain Wesberry 
Pastor & Head of Staff 

Rev. Julie A. Jensen 
Associate Pastor 

Rose Anderson 
Financial Secretary 

Gayle Wood  
Office Administrator 

Andy Shepard 
Organist 

Gabriela Stegmann 
Choir Director 

Forrest Foxworth 
Director of Family Ministry  

Kathryn Bynum 
Communications Partner 

Emma Cottrell 
Children’s Ministry Partner 

Kathryn Jackson  
Youth Partner 

David Walker 
Sexton

CLASS OF 2020 

Vernon Hiott 
Jerie Lukefahr  
Lisa Martin*+ 
 Peter Newland 
Carol Peterson 
Sue Rowan 

CLASS OF 2021 

Andrea Bairas 
Bill Brumund 
Holly Cavallo 
Marion Galbraith  
Diane Watkins 
Chris Webber 

CLASS OF 2022+ 

Tom Keenan 
Robin Lashley 
Art Cusick 
Joyce Menz 
Aaron Osborne 
Scott Tinman 
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BUDGET SUMMARY 
2018 

BUDGET

2019  

BUDGET

% 

CHANGE

REVENUE

Pledge Income $756,125 $700,000 -8.02%

Non-Pledge Income $140,000 $167,080 16.21%

Administrative Income $544 $0 N/A

Total Income $896,669 $867,080 -3.41%

EXPENDITURE

Personnel $534,379 $534,052 -0.06%

Administrative Expenses $39,150 $43,700 10.41%

Insurance & Misc Finance $26,400 $27,800 5.04%

Building & Grounds $66,000 $67,000 1.49%

Utilities $38,000 $40,000 5.00%

Worship $9,300 $9,300 0.00%

Christian Education $28,100 $27,000 -4.07%

Congregational Development $6,800 $9,000 24.44%

Hospitality $1,000 $2,700 62.96%

Engagement (excludes 160th Celebration Expenses) $4,700 $5,400 12.96%

  - * 160th Celebration Expenses $10,000 $0 N/A

Adult Christian Formation $4,700 $8,000 41.25%

Youth Christian Formation $3,400 $4,750 28.42%

Youth Missions $3,700 $3,000 -23.33%

Youth Fellowship & Outreach $19,400 $20,000 3.00%

Missions $88,500 $98,930 10.54%

Total Expenses $883,529 $900,632 1.9%
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HOW OUR FUNDS 

BLESSED OTHERS 
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BENEFICIARY AMOUNT

Council on Aging $12,000

Barnabas Center $7,000

America's Youth $2,164

Christian Light School (Haiti) $2,000

College Student Outreach $2,275

Cuban Mission Trip $3,000

Discretionary Mission Giving $943

Habitat for Humanity $4,000

Hearts & Hands $3,000

Joy Offering $1,000

La Gonave Haiti Partners $10,000

Other Mission Trips $3,203

PCUSA Presbyterian Mission Support for Correll & Holman $4,500

Per Capita Mission Giving (PCUSA) $7,429

PET Project $1,000

Soup Train $1,000

South America Mission $2,000

Unified Mission Giving (PCUSA) $27,000

Youth Local Mission $104

Youth Summer Mission $788

Total Benevolences $94,405
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ENDOWMENT FUND 

REPORT 
PURPOSE 

The Endowment Trust Fund (ETF) was established by action 
of the Session in 1989 and is intended to fund special 

projects of mission and property preservation, beyond our 
church's annual operating budget.  

TRUST ACTIVITY 

Balance (Jan 1, 2019)    $659,710 
Donations     ($1,100) 
Reversal of 2018 Distribution  $2,000 
Distributions    ($42,100) 
Net Income     $130,087 

Balance (Dec 31, 2019)    $750,807 

The Endowment Committee monitored the Endowment 

Trust Fund performance throughout the year relative to 
benchmarks. We approved funding for a seminary intern 
who will hopefully be with our congregation for the summer 
of 2020.  We invested $10,000 with the Presbyterian Invest-
ment & Loan Program (PILP) which provides low-cost loans 

for churches and other PC(USA) entities.  

FUNDS DISTRIBUTED 
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SUE ROWAN 

Chair, Endowment Fund

TRUSTEES / COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
JANE COLLINS 
LEE COLWELL 
MALCOLM NODEN 
PETER WILLIAMS 
 
WAIN WESBERRY 
Ex-Officio Member

$30,000
Renovation of Church Office / Baker-Hardee Hall

$9,000
Grants to 9 high-school graduates  
who participated in our youth program

$2,000
For hiring tutors at America’s Youth

$1,100
To support a youth trip to Montreat, N.C.
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STAFF REPORTS 
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2019 was a time of renewal for 

all of us at First Presbyterian.  
We deepened and renewed our 
commitment to our church’s 
mission statment: Anchored in 
Grace, Moved to Mission. 

  
Pastor Wain returned from 
sabbatical with new, innovative 
ideas. He plans to implement 
new learning experiences and 

events that will involve both 
church members and members 
of the community.  
 
Pastor Julie did a wonderful job 

over the summer, handling the 

daily operation of FPC, and the 

unexpected demands of a 
growing church community 
while Pastor Wain was away. 
She also worked diligently with 
the Deacons to reach out to 

members in need. 
  
The Elders had to make some 
challenging decisions.  They 
sought creative ways to meet 

our growing financial needs as a 
church community, now and for 
the future. They found ways to 
provide for committee budget 
commitments and renovations.  

 

In 2020, there will be new 

opportunities for all of our 
members to become involved! 
As Jane Goodall once said, “You 
cannot get through a single day 
without having an impact on the 
world around you.  What you do 
makes a difference and you have 
to decide what kind of a 
difference you want to make.”   
 

First Presbyterian is making a 
difference.  May our love, faith 
and actions serve as a light to 
those around us. 

CAROL PETERSON  

Clerk of Session, Office Volunteer

A year of innovation, growth 

transition, experiments, and
learning – 2019 was a full year! 
 
Upon completing my MDiv in 
May, we experimented with a 

new staffing model at FPC. We 
formed my new role – Director 
of Family Ministry – so we can 
better coordinate the children, 
youth, communications, and 

mission ministries. We crafted 
new part-time Family Ministry 
Partner positions, for which we 
hired three outstanding ladies: 
Kat Bynum, Emma Cottrell, and 

Kathryn Jackson!                                   

Communications
We created a branding guide, a 
content calendar for 2020, and 
began a thorough assessment 
of our communications 
approach. Stay tuned! 

Youth Ministry
Our youth truly integrated into 
the life and ministry of the 
whole church. They served 

regularly as lay readers, ushers, 
and special musicians, helped 
with children’s activities and in 
the kitchen, and participated in 
mission activities. 

Children’s Ministry
A new approach was implemen-
ted over the past year. We dev-
eloped a new curriculum for 
Sunday mornings; recruited 
and trained volunteers; and 

redesigned our spaces. 

Thank you so much for your 
continued engagement and 
generous support of our 

programs here at FPC. We are 
excited about participating in 
God’s mission together!

FORREST FOXWORTH  

Director of Family Ministries
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2019 was a very rich, active 
year for the Chancel Choir, with 
many opportunities to grow 
and offer their best! Our 

Sunrise Singers sang twice 
monthly for early service, and 
special instrumental and vocal 
groups performed more than 
once a month at both services. 

All musical expressions have 
consistently supported the 
readings of the Narrative 
Lectionary. We introduced a lot 

of new music and special 
arrangements, while also tap-
ping into our extensive library. 
We did music of varied genres – 
spirituals, traditional American, 

traditional music from other 
countries, contemporary, and 
new hymns from Glory To God. 
 
With 3 new additions, the 

Chancel Choir now has 25 
active members! We have 17 
Sunrise Singers, including 2 
new members; the average 

participation stands at 12. We 
invited members to join the 
choir during such busy seasons 
as Palm/Easter Sundays and 

Advent – and the invitation is 
still open! 

The summer of renewal was 
particularly busy for us. To pro-

vide meaningful music week 
after week, the Chancel Choir 
performed more than usual, 
and special musicians stepped 
up to contribute. We had some 

special guests like Michael and 
Wolfgang Leyk, lyric soprano 
Robyn Lamp, and Instruments of 
Grace, who graciously enriched 
our services with their precious 

gifts. We also collaborated with 
Sean Watkins for An Afternoon 
of Sacred Music – something 
novel and joyful for our Choir! 

The choir and special musicians 
also helped mark special 
seasons this year, including 
Maundy Thursday supper and 

Advent. For the latter, we 
averaged four anthems each 
Sunday, including Children and 
Youth, petite ensembles, and 

instrumental music!  

On a poignant note, we lost one 
of our very dear members, Earl 
Guss. The choir gathered to 

sing goodbye to him in an 
emotional memorial service. 

It’s been a wonderful year of 
spiritual growth in song and 

fellowship, and I want to thank 
each and every one for their 
true love and commitment to 
this Ministry, singers and 
instrumentalists alike, as well 

as Andy Shepard, the Music 
Sub-Committee, and all those 
other angels who work 
diligently behind the scenes 
with various organizational 

tasks. Thank you to the 
Congregation for their 
steadfast and loving support!

GABRIELA STEGMANN 

Choir Director
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DIACONATE REPORT 

The Diaconate of First Presbyterian Church serves 
primarily as a mission of mercy. Our role is to 
prayerfully discern and respond to the needs of 
those within the church and community.  

In keeping with Presbyterian tradition and best 
practices for nonprofit institutions, the 2019 
Diaconate trained and planned during our January 
meeting. We relied heavily on outgoing Moderator 
Hal Snyder’s comprehensive Instruction Manual for 
Deacons, learning and reviewing expectations and 
procedures for conducting our duties.  

The Diaconate experienced a summer of renewal 
through dialogues with special speakers and much 

reflection. Deacons received prayer journals in 
June, and were encouraged to pray and reflect 
daily on service as a deacon.  In July, Jerie Lukefahr 
urged us to reflect on the small, ordinary moments 
of daily life and simple acts of mercy through which 

Christ’s love is most profoundly experienced.  
 
Later in August, we met with Reverend Mark 
DeVries, who noted our deacons’ joy in serving, but 
also a sense of guilt and exhaustion. He counseled 

each deacon to be prudent in accepting tasks that 
may prove overwhelming, and to embrace service 
in the area of his/her unique giftedness where joy 
in service is found.  

Our last meeting of 2019 was held at Quality 
Health and Rehabilitation Center, where a deacon 
who served with tireless compassion was recover-
ing from a serious injury.  The meeting was charac-
teristic of our 2019 Diaconate - filled with stories 

of God’s grace, reflections of His love, joy in serv-
ice, and poignant reminders that each deacon was 
called to unique, distinct service in Christ our Lord. 
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PEG GRANGER 

2019 Moderator of the Diaconate
AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 

Short-Term Hospital/Home Ministry  
Bereavement Support 
Shepherding 
Prayer Table 
Serving on Church Committees 
Ushering & Communion 
Community Service

1
2

3

Short-Term Care 
To support members who are ill or in reco-
very, whether they’re in hospital or home-
bound, we regularly provided transport, 
meal prep and delivery, visits, greeting cards 

by mail, and calls to assess and respond to 
needs. We also supported those in the final 
stages of life at Warner Hospice. 

Bereavement Support 
To provide material and spiritual support to 
members who’ve lost loved ones, deacons 
minister to them, determine their needs, 

then meet those needs with calls, visits, food 
baskets, cards, transport, receptions, and 
continued support beyond the initial period 
of grief. We supported the Worship Comm-
ittee in 11 memorial services held in FPC. 

We planned and facilitated 10 bereavement 
receptions, which are funded by donations 
to the Bereavement Fund.  

Shepherding 
To address longer term needs, deacons are 
assigned as shepherds to our forty or so 
homebound members and those residing in 
long-term care facilities. Beyond the care we 

provide in short-term cases, we additionally 
provide home communion, small holiday 
gifts, and financial assistance when critical 
needs arise. 
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4 6
5 7

Prayer Table 
Here, members attending services can 
request prayers and cards for friends and 
family, and sign cards for others, whether 

for sympathy, concern, or joy. Deacons 
volunteered over 80 hours to offer this 
service, sending 140 signed notes and 60 
personal follow-ups to previous prayer 
requests in 2019. 

Serving on Church Committees 
Upon the Session’s recommendation and 
invitation, deacons served on committees 

within each division in 2019. This provided 
greater synergy among the interconnected 
functions of FPC, and allowed deacons to 
discover and address needs that may other-
wise have been overlooked. 

Ushering & Communion Service 
Deacons support the Worship Committee 
by serving as Head Usher and/or Commu-

nion servers. As ushers, deacons can inter-
act with visitors and church members with 
whom they’re unfamiliar. Serving Commu-
nion brings deacons, elders, and pastors 
closer, and allows them to be models of 

thanksgiving for Christ’s sacrificial love. 

Community Service  
America’s Youth: organized and monitored 

a summer reading tutorial program; 
Salvation Army: rang bells to raise funds 
over the holidays; Hope House: planned, 
prepared and served a meal; with Council 
on Aging: funded, purchased, and delivered 

more than 150 gifts for local, 
underprivileged families.

A gathering of deacons and Stephen ministers
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ADMINISTRATION 
FINANCE 

A surplus of $31,679 carried over from 2018 boosted our 
2019 budgeted income from $867,080 to a healthy 
$898,132. Operating committee chairs and members did an 
excellent job of monitoring expenses. We ended 2019 ahead 

of projection, albeit in a deficit of $33,552.00. The only debt 
we carry as a congregation is the loan balance for the 
Compass facility, standing at $75,566.90. We received an 
extraordinary gift of $500,000 directed to improving the 
Anchor facility for Youth ministry, as well as a gift of $5,000 

to cover the cost of streaming our services online.  

For a closer look at the budget, please refer to Page 10.  

STEWARDSHIP 

We received 140 pledges totaling $612,222 in 2019. Online 

giving grew significantly, and we continue to promote it as a 
way to sustain a regular income stream especially in 
summer. The 2020 Stewardship theme was Sharing God’s 
Gifts. By Dec 31st 2019, we received 165 pledge cards 
totaling a record high of $764,576. 

 

PERSONNEL 

Pastor Wain Wesberry completed his sabbatical, 

funded by a Lilly Foundation grant of $41,000.  
Forrest was named Director of Family Ministry, a 
new non-ordained director position effective June 
1, 2019, replacing the former Director of Christian 
Education position. This is a result of the Personnel 

Committee’s “Training Hub” strategy that consolid-
ated the Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Major 
Events, Communications, and Mission (with Rev. 
Julie Jensen) under one roof.  

The goal is for the work of the Children’s and Youth 
Ministry to be more closely bound under one vision 
and theology of ministry. We foresee greater colla-
boration between the two departments and a more 
seamless transition for our young ones from the 

Children’s Ministry to Youth Ministry. Forrest then 
filled three part-time staff support roles in the Hub.  
 

At the December 2019 Session meeting, the 
Committee submitted a proposal to begin the 
Ordination process for Forrest Foxworth as Parish 
Associate for Family Ministry & Outreach, which 

included approving the position and job description 
of Parish Associate for First Presbyterian to be 
sent to the Presbytery’s Call Commission meeting 
in January for approval.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The elders and deacons nominated and approved 
by the congregation for three-year terms (unless 
otherwise specified) can be found on p7. Tom Bur-

mingham, Ken Owens, and Jane Collins (for 2020, 
followed by a 3-year term) were nominated for the 
Endowment Board. 
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DONNA SMITH 

Division Chairperson

PETER NEWLAND 
Finance Committee Chair 

AARON OSBORNE 
Stewardship Committee Chair 

STEVE CHENOWETH 
Personnel Committee Chair 

DORIS HOLLOWAY 
Nominating Committee Chair 

SUE ROWAN 
Endowment Committee Chair 
*see her report on p.12 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

What an exciting 2019! Four Sunday School Classes and one 
small group participated in our Lenten churchwide Bible 
Study. We were renewed in the summer with lessons from 
multiple guest speakers, each of whom also taught Sunday 

school, spanning topics from war veterans, hymnals, and the 
challenges facing the future church. The committee also 
honored Roger Martin for over 10 years of service as a Sun-
day School teacher. Pastor Wain and Sarah opened a new 
Sunday school class in fall, and Pastor Julie is teaching The 

Voyagers Class – open to all ages and life stages. This winter 
we led an all-church Advent study. Spring plans are in place! 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

2019 was a year of continued transition. Jerie served as 

interim director through the summer. The delivery model 
was redesigned following Forrest’s and Emma Cottrell’s new 
roles as Director of Family Ministry and Partner for 
Children’s Ministry.  

Three components make up our 
new approach:  

Bible  
• Learning Bible stories 

• Memorizing verses 

Church   
• Learning about PC(USA)  

• Learning about the FPC family 

Action   
• Foster meaningful relation-

ships within our community of 
faith through games/activities 

We continue seeking to fulfill 
Christ’s directive, “Let the little 
children come to me,” focusing on 
maintaining a safe, loving, and 
accepting environment in which 

children are introduced to Jesus 

through age-appropriate learn-
ing experiences.  

Under Jerie’s direction and in 

multiple capacities, we produ-
ced To Mars & Beyond Vacation 
Bible School. Our summer ser-
ies Who is My Neighbor center-
ed on the Good Samaritan and 

interactions with locals: Dojo-
Martial Arts / Sean Watkins; 
Beekeeping / Barbara Kent; 
Ronald McDonald House;  
Nassau County Humane Society 

/ Christina Sutherin. They also 
explored worship, e.g. confess-
ion, preaching, and offering.  

In the fall, we blessed back-

packs with Pastor Julie, wrap-
ped and gifted bibles for 3rd-
graders, and held Rally Day to 

brief adults on fall program-
ming while children enjoyed a 
bouncy house! The committee 
supported the Family Ministry 

team for the Happy Birthday 
Jesus Party, where children and 
their families designed a Comm-
union table parament, Christ-
mas eve costumes, DIY Advent 

calendar and more. They also 
adopted two families through 
Barnabas and graciously fulfill-
ed their Christmas wishlists.  

Forrest trained teachers and 
volunteers for the new Sunday 
School year, while Emma and 
Jerie attended APCE regional 
training in November. Jennifer 

Cross was hired to manage 
check-in/out procedures and 
the admin desk on Sundays.  
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CHRIS WEBBER 

Division Chairperson

JERIE LUKEFAHR 
Interim Director, January – August 

FORREST FOXWOTH 
Director of Family Ministry, August –Present

PEG GRANGER 
SHANNON HOGUE  

EMILY JONES 
NICKI MATTOX 

JOYCE MENZ 
SHIRLEY OWENS 

CYNTHIA SAPP

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COMMITTEE
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ENGAGEMENT 
FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 

First Café on Wednesday nights saw a rise in attendance 
from 1,023 in spring (Jan – May) to 1,197 in fall (Sep – Nov). 
Dedicated volunteers made it all possible, including Mari-
anne White, Rich Lang, Terry Smith, Jane Collins, Valerie 

Perry, Larry Boyle, Jerry Roberts, Sharon Parsons, Patsy 
Hawley, Mike Bowling, Terri Cunningham, Joan Reynolds, 
Lisa and Dale Martin, Mary Jo Higgins, Carla Blackburn, 
Ellen Spence, and Alma Pruitt. Marilyn also coordinated with 
Sue Rowan for America’s Youth visits to First Café. 

Marilyn and Joann have and will continue to recruit, 
schedule, and monitor volunteers for coffee and donuts. 
Weekly communication is essential to maintain the right 
number of volunteers.  

 
We purchased ergonomic kitchen mats, cleaned and reorg-
anized the kitchen and pantry, and served at Hope House. In 
2020, we aim to (a) attract more members to First Café din-
ners by keeping it affordable, (b) recruit more volunteers, (c) 

assist in receptions for special events, and (d) maintain 
kitchen cleanliness throughout the year.  

 

HOSPITALITY 

Tricia Veres’ energetic committee includes Debbie 
Engers, Andrea Bairas, Ardy West, Patsy Hawley, 
Jane Dickison, Marissa Chenoweth, Suzanne 
Maute, Gloria Hamilton and Joan Reynolds. They 

provided name tags for visitors, new members, and 
replacements; maintained the Information Center; 
organized the First Friends Program for new mem-
bers, Inquirer’s Class and coffee at the Wesberry’s 
for new members; updated the new member 

packet and directory; and held events to promote 
fellowship, e.g. Meet & Eat, Summer Picnic. 

INCLUSION 

We aim to find more ways to include all phases of 
God’s people, especially those with physical or 
mental disabilities, and include them as we develop 
better accessibility policies so every FPC member 

is able to participate meaningfully and effectively. 

DESIGN & MARKETING COMMS 

Marcus was brought in to improve the way FPC 

communicates internally and to our community. He 
led two training sessions in April, with 20 church 
leaders attending. Marcus also (re)designed much 
of our print materials so as to create a consistent  
FPC “look”, including event flyers, promotional 

brochures, posters, and paid advertising. In 2020, 
Family Ministry Partner for Communications Kat 
Bynum, will assume his duties. 
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CHARLOTTE BOWLING 

Division Chairperson

MARILYN ROBERTS 
JOANN WESBERRY 
Co-Chairs, Food & Fellowship Committee 
 
TRICIA VERES 
Hospitality Committee Chair 

CYNTHIA SAPP 
PEG GRANGER 
Inclusion Committee  

MARCUS YEW 
Design & Marketing Communications
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OUTREACH 

In 2019, we updated our guidelines for selecting core partners 
and performed a biannual review. Each organization’s mission 
must inherently promote Christian ethics and values. Also, their 
practices must be in keeping with Biblical teachings. In addition, 

we strive to select local organizations at which at least five FPC 
members volunteer regularly, and where we provide at least 
100 total volunteer hours per year.  
 
We look for partners both locally and globally, at which 

congregants can serve together on special events at least 
biannually. For our global giving, we will give preference to our 
PC(USA) mission partners. 

The following are some of the events we coordinated in 2019: 
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SUE ROWAN 

Chair, Local Outreach

DIANE WATKINS 

Chair, Global Outreach

2019 LOCAL CORE PARTNERS 

America’s Youth 
Barnabas Center 
Council On Aging 
Habitat For Humanity 

2019 GLOBAL CORE PARTNERS 
 
Jamaica Ecumenical Mutual Mission 
Trou-Jacques, La Gonave, Haiti 
Matanzas Presbytery & Central  
     Presbyterian Church in 
     Matanzas, Cuba 
St. Matthew’s Kirk, Perth, Scotland

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
Brought hurricane-aid supplies to the 
national distribution center at Ferncliff, AK 

SHRIMP FEST 
Provided a hospitality center in the Anchor

BARNABAS CENTER 
Sponsored a supplies drive 
Collected food weekly

LA GONAVE, HAITI 
Hosted an annual partner conference at FPC 
Funded school uniforms and salaries

TACKLE HUNGER MONTH – FEBRUARY 
Participated in Rise Against Hunger  
Food drive for Barnabas Center

CUBA 
Visits by Pastor Wain & Pastor Julie

SCOTLAND 
Hosted partners in Scotland: Marjorie Clark,  
Donna Dobney, Rev. Scott Burton, Bo and Eric Fraser

PARTNERING WITH 
Soup Train 
Habitat for Humanity
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PROPERTY 
PROPERTY UPDATES 

The members of this committee are the most outstanding 
and hardworking group I’ve had the privilege to work with.  

Mary Tinman led the office renovation effort, funded by a 

$30,000 provision from the Endowment Fund. Tom Keenan 
also worked a great deal on this project. The renovation is 
complete. The interior and exterior appearance of the 
building is much improved! John Hawley leads the Anchor 
renovation project. FPC retained Rice Architects to design 

and handle permits. Detailed engineering work will 
commence once conceptual designs are approved. 

Staff at the nursery and toddler rooms in the Compass 
requested new flooring that can be cleaned up more easily 

than the existing carpet. After some research the committee 
decided on Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT), and installed it in August. 
The staff is very pleased with the final product.  

July was campus clean-up month. Over two days, Rich, Mary, 

Scott, and Bill cleared out two 5’x10’ trailers of trash from 
the Angel Davis garage. Many other Divisions also held 
major clean-up activities while the dumpster was available. 

Unexpected failures of three air-conditioners around the 

campus between January and September meant replace-
ments that cost over $10,000. To arrest mold in the 
Compass, Tom Keenan researched dehumidifiers with 
support from the committee. He led a team to install one in 
the attic, which reduced the relative humidity by 20% and 

cuts back on airconditioning needs. The total cost was 
$4,200, as opposed to three times that had we hired an 
outside firm to handle the installation.  

COLUMBARIUM 

Our first placement of remains in the Scatter 

Garden was on July 17, 2019. An FPC family 
wished to put the cremated remains of an  
extended family member in the Scatter Garden.  

Slight price changes were made in 2019.  
 
Inurnment rights for columbarium niche    $2,000    
 *Two cremains may be placed in one niche  
Bronze plaque on Memorial Tower –       $400 
Scatter Garden for each person’s remains      $400  

PAGE  OF 19 22

BILL BRUMUND 

Division Chairperson

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
BOB FOERY 
JOHN HAWLEY 
PATSY HAWLEY 
JAMES JOHNSON  
TOM KEENAN 
RICH LANG 
DAN MARLEY 
NELSON SHOWALTER 
DAVID STURGES 
MARY TINMAN 
DAVID WALKER (SEXTON)

COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE 
ED MATHEWS 
TED SELBY 
NELSON SHOWALTER 
SUSAN STEGER
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WORSHIP & MUSIC 
The Division assists in the meaningful worship of God, and to 
encourage our church family to participate fully and regular-

ly. We oversee all areas that make our services possible, as 
well as the supplies that support them, including the Sanct-
uary Guild, flower arrangements, ushers, Communion prep-
aration, lay readers, and the sound system.  

In 2019, we had two Sunday morning services each week 
except Shrimp Festival weekend, two weddings, 11 memorial 
services, and 16 baptisms. Music was provided by the Sun-
rise Singers, Chancel Choir, Presbybells, a children’s choir, 
small vocal groups, soloists, and instrumentalists. All were 

under the direction of Gabriela Stegmann and Andy Shepard.  

Three services in 2019 saw more than 300 in attendance – 
Youth, Easter, and Christmas Eve. 

New this year were the Blue Christmas Service and Lenten 
Services jointly held with St. Peter’s Episocopal and Memo-
rial Methodist, Maundy Thursday supper, and the Hanging of 
the Greens service. Additionally, we hosted a variety of 
musical events, including the Maryville College Choir, the 

Purple Hulls, Sean Watkins’ An Afternoon of Sacred Music, 
Common Folk, and a visit from Michael and Wolfgang Leyk.  

Thanks to the Lilly 
National Endowment 

Clergy Renewal 
Grant, our pulpit was 
graced by guest 
preachers through 
the summer, includ-

ing Stated Clerk of 
the PC(USA) Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, Rev. Matt Matthews, Rev. 
Mark DeVries, Rev. Dr. Ary Fernandez-Alban, Rev. Vil Jean Madoché, 
Dr. Mary Louise Bringle, Rev. Craig Davies, Rev. Dr. Leanne Van Dyk, 
as well as our own Pastor Julie and Forrest Foxworth. The Worship 

Division hosted the visits of Dr. Bringle and Rev. Dr. Van Dyk.  

We will soon be able to live-stream services to Facebook. In 2020, 
we hope to continue improving on our former goals, and to expand 
the number and variety of special concerts.  
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LINDA LAINE 

Division Chairperson

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
MIKE CASTNER 
HOLLY CAVALLO 
JAN GUNDERSEN 
MARY HUNT 
ROGER MARTIN 
ANN MAYNE 
JANET SISSON  
CAROL WHITMAN 

ARTHUR ROSS 
Chair, Music Sub-Committee 
 
MUSIC SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
MARION GALBRAITH  
NAN JANSSON 
ROBIN LASHLEY

Stated Clerk Rev Dr. Nelson with Pastor Julie 
and Family Ministry Partner for Children’s 

Ministry Emma Cotttrell
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
2019 was marked by the passing of one of our loyal Stephen 
Ministers. Earl Guss went to join the heavenly body of saints, 
and we shall miss his warm smile and wise counsel.  

 
In anticipation of a move back to Indiana with husband David, 
Linda Johns stepped down from her role as co-leader of the 
Stephen Ministry. Subsequent events prevented their move, 
but Linda has decided to concentrate exclusively on her role as 

a chaplain at Mayo in Jacksonville. 

On Sunday, March 24th, we were pleased to 
receive and commission Caroline Newell as our 
new minister. She completed her training in the 
first joint training mission undertaken by our 

church and our Methodist neighbors. 
  
Starting in 2019, we have also been blessed by the 
presence of Pastor Julie Jensen, who underwent 
the week-long Stephen Leader training program in 

Orlando. She is now fully conversant with and 
active in the leadership of our ministry. 

Our ministers provided an estimated 600+ hours of 
care on those they were assigned, and whose lives 

were, or continue to be, in crisis condition.  

As always, we continue to search for members of 
our congregation who are willing and able to 
undertake the required 50 hours of training, and 
then to join us in this ministry. If you are interested 

about the ministry, please see me or Pastor Julie. 

Once again, we wish to extend our warmest wishes 
and most profound gratitude to those many retired 
Stephen Ministers in our congregation. They 

served a full two-year commitment, sometimes 
even longer, and did so much to comfort the lives of 
their care receivers during their active ministry.  

God has and continues to bless us through the 

service of those who answered His call to love their 
neighbors as themselves.  

SPINNAKERS MEN’S  

MINISTRY 
All Presbyterian Men are considered part of the budding 
Spinnakers men’s ministry. Come fellowship with one ano-
ther over breakfast at 7:30am, every third Thursday of the 
month, at Beach Diner on 8th St and Sadler. Pastor Wain 
engages the group in a dialogue about faith and life, and we 
pray for one another.  Throughout the year, the group 
participates in fellowship events and service activities to 
cultivate friendships in Christ, and to further the mission of 
the church.  Come one, come y'all!  
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MALCOLM NODEN 

Leader, Stephen Ministry 

REV. JULIE JENSEN 

Associate Pastor 

VERNON HIOTT 

Moderator

“Hoisting the foresail to the wind”  
ACTS 27:40
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Circles and Leaders 

Elizabeth Circle Linda Laine & Susan Steger  
Esther Circle Charlotte Collins & Shirley Owens 
Hannah Circle  Bunny Selby & Marilyn Roberts 
Lydia Circle Sue Rowan 
Ruth Circle Jo Brumund & Bobbi Newland 

All the women of the church now have Circles available to 
them at various hours, offering Bible study, fellowship, 
prayer, and support. Presently, there are over 100 women 
who participate in the Circle Bible Studies. This year, our 

Circles studied God’s Promise, I am with You, Beach Calling, The 
Parables for Today, and the Gospel of John. We’ve been very 
active in the life of the church, providing many hours of vol-
unteer support wherever needed, from Coffee Hour to the 
Haiti Conference. Our women also participated in the prayer 

shawl ministry, making quilts for baptism, Lunch Bunch, and 
making Christmas ornaments for our FPC children.  

Through the Thank Offering we raised funds to provide for 
18 grant recipients through The Creative Ministries Offering 

Committee of Presbyterian Women, which feeds children, 
educates women, support immigrants, shelter the homeless, 
and aid for patients at home and abroad. We also responded 
to those affected by the recent hurricanes. 
 

We’re thankful for the dedication of the women of this 
church, and the assistance from our pastors and church staff 
in our activities! 

How our funds helped others 

Thornwell Home for Children in South Carolina 
Kay Beckman Scholarship Fund for Seminarians 
Contributions to national PW missions 
Micah’s Place 

America’s Youth Summer Tutoring Program 
Barnabas, Soup Train, Hope House, Council on Aging 
Gift cards for high school graduates  
Birthday Offering (June) and Thank Offering (September) 
Donations to Endowment Fund in memory of women who 

passed away during the year. 
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LOU JOHNSON 

Moderator

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

BOBBI NEWLAND 
Vice-Moderator 
 
CAROL PETERSON 
Secretary 

JAN TURK 
Treasurer 

KASEY SAPP 
Mission Coordinator 

TRISH BOOTON 
LOU JOHNSON 
Special Project Coordinators

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, 
we commit ourselves to nurture our faith 

through prayer and Bible study; to support 
the mission of the church worldwide; to 

work for justice and peace; and to build an 
inclusive, caring community of women 

who strengthen the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and witness to the promises of 

God’s kingdom.”
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