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Hunger Program to enable them to reopen their food 
pantry to provide enough meals for a week to their fami-
lies.  This money allows them to operate in this way for 6 
weeks.  They also received another grant from a local or-
ganization that would let them continue for another 6 
weeks.  Did you give to the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering?  This is where those finds go.  My donation with 
your donation, along with the donations of thousands of 
other Presbyterians came together to help feed people.  
Bit by bit, one contribution at a time. 
 I think that’s what the “after” may look like for a 
while.  We will need to continue to depend on one an-
other to share what we have.  We each may be asked to 
contribute a bit for the benefit of many.  We may need to 
ask ourselves the hard questions about who we are 
called to serve – just those inside the believing communi-
ty, or those outside as well?  We may have to ask our-
selves hard questions about how God is calling us to best 
share what we have, and how to share it.  No one person 
made 52 sandwiches for the Hope House dinner – in-
stead 3 or 4 members each made a few sandwiches.  No 
one donor is making it possible for us to offer financial 
help – instead we can help because of what you have 
given us together.  As we break bread at home in a mo-
ment, let us do so with glad and generous hearts.  As we 
begin to consider what our after will look like, may we 
live into that knowing that we are not alone in wondering 
what may happen as a result of things changing.  The dis-
ciples had to figure it out too.  So may we gather togeth-
er (virtually) and share what we have with God’s people 
and the world.  In the name of the father, son and holy 
spirit.  Amen. 



She collected knit items each place she did a book sign-
ing for local charities that served the homeless and oth-
ers in need. The number of socks, hats, scarves and 
blankets that were collected was mind-boggling. 
Knitters came together and gave up what they had so it 
could be given to those in need. Just like in Acts. 
 For me knitting is connected to sharing all we 
have in a very tangible way. It takes a lot of stitches to 
make something wearable.  My current project had 320 
stitches per row.  And they all add up over the course 
of the project.  We don’t all have to do the whole thing, 
but each way we contribute helps build up the whole.  
A perfect example is our weekly worship service right 
now.  None of us is doing it all.  Instead we are taking 
bits of video from lots of places and making them the 
whole.  Gabi is doing it with music, Forrest is compiling 
and splicing our video.  None of us can do this by our-
selves, but when you add in all the individual pieces, we 
have something where we have given what we have for 
the whole.  Bit by bit it comes together. 
 I serve on the SAPDAC for the Presbytery.  This 
is the Saint Augustine Presbytery Disaster Assistance 
Committee (we might be a commission).  This week we 
agreed to send a grant request to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance for Peace Presbyterian Church. The small 
congregation at Peace has a food pantry that is open 
twice a month.  They give away 1-2 meals per family 
for up to 50 families a month.  Peace is one of our 
smaller churches, with a part time pastor, so this is a big 
undertaking for them.  However, they realize that the 
need for food in their part of the Presbytery is different 
right now, with a high percentage of their neighbors be-
ing laid off or furloughed.  I am proud that we voted to 
extend to them a $7500 grant from the Presbyterian 
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 I love this text.  This text for me shows how we are 
called to be the church, and to live as people who believe 
in the risen Christ.  Many years, it is in the lectionary in 
the Easter Season during a time when we are thinking 
about how to be the church after Jesus has been resur-
rected. I think we are feeling ready for some “after” right 
now ourselves.  I’m fielding questions about when we 
will get to worship together again in person.  We are 
wondering what our church life will look like after the re-
cent change in church leadership.  We wonder what our 
lives will look like after the pandemic.  What we are 
starting to see is that they will not look like what they did 
before. 
 Some may hear those sentences as gloom and 
doom – nothing will ever be the same. I hear them with 
some excitement – on a good day.  Just like the followers 
of Jesus, we did not decide that we were going to enter 
into a time of church and the world being different, yet 
here we are.  So now what do we do? 
 I think we follow the example of the Apostles.  We 
come together.  Over the last 6 weeks or so I have 
watched our church come together.  Not physically.  
Physically we have been more apart than perhaps we ev-
er have been.  However, we are coming together in wor-
ship –  come together virtually through meetings and 
Sunday school.  We come together in the ways we en-
courage one another through electronic mediums, as well 
as sending notes and cards. 



 Another way we come together is by combining 
what we have for the benefit of all.  There may be 
downfalls of this model as an economic system, but 
what a beautiful idea.  We all come together and use 
what we have in common for those in need.  I think 
sometimes we forget that part of being the church.  
Ironically, not here in church, but in other ways.  This 
really hit home during the opening days of the pandem-
ic when individuals bought paper goods in such quanti-
ties that not everyone had access to them.  For those 
who had the economic resources to buy several months 
of toilet paper, not being able to find any in the stores 
right now is not a big deal.  For those who live 
paycheck to paycheck, who cannot afford to spend the 
extra on stockpiling, things are so much harder than 
they might need to be.  How do our stockpiled freezers 
and cupboards impact those who cannot afford to lay in 
extra supplies?  How can we not only share what we 
have, but also consider how our actions impact the en-
tire community?   
 As people we tend to think “I worked hard for 
what I have an it’s mine to decide what to do with it.”  I 
am grateful for this congregation that does give gener-
ously of what is theirs.  I’ll admit, that while our giving is 
down due to COVID-19, we are in better shape com-
pared to many churches because you continue to be 
faithful.  The Endowment Fund committee has offered 
to partner with the Deacons in offering financial assis-
tance to those who need it right now.  If you need as-
sistance, contact wither Peg Granger or myself, and we 
will see how we can help you.  This request is confiden-
tial.  Both the Endowment and the Deacon’s fund are 
able to do this because of your faithful giving.  The 
Outreach committee served dinner at Hope House this 
week with the help of church members who made 

sandwiches and gave of their time and resources to 
feed approximately 52 members of our community 
without anyplace else to go for food.   
 I feel like we are comfortable in our use of what 
we have for others.  I wonder however, if we can be 
doing more with what we have, if we can step out of 
our comfort zones.  Instead of thinking about things as 
“ours” what does it mean to think about things as 
“God’s”.  Does that change our minds about who we let 
use the buildings?  Does that mentality change our 
minds about giving to fund a kitchen in Haiti or a re-
treat for pastors in Cuba?  As we deliver notes and card 
to our members, how can we spread the love of God 
those we don’t know?  What are we being called to do 
for those who don’t look like us, talk like us, or live like 
us?  What do we have in common that can be used to 
help those in need at the margins?   

It’s no secret that I am a knitter. What amazes me 
as I put one stitch next to another is that you begin 
with something small and end with large results. One of 
the ideas that took off in recent years in the knitting 

community is the idea of charity knitting. Pick a cause 
and knit for it. There are groups that knit helmet lin-
ers for soldiers overseas, squares to turn into blan-
kets for those who are cold, scarves for orphans, 
hats for the homeless or cancer patients, the list is 
endless. I even had a congregation member in a for-
mer church gather yarn and knit winter hats and 
scarves as part of a girl scout project.  I think she 
wound up with over 100 pieces when she finished. 
That’s 100 warm heads and necks. One of my favorite 
knitting authors, Stephanie Pearl-McPhee did some-
thing pretty astonishing during one of her book tours. 


