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“My Lord and my God!” (20:28). Jesus responds, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” This is not 
so much a scolding for Thomas as a blessing for us who have 
not seen and yet believe, however feeble our believing may 
seem. Jesus promises to be with us through the power of the 
Spirit, to work in and through us to accomplish his purposes in 
the world. This does not necessarily happen in easily visible, 
spectacular ways. Yet wherever there is healing, reconciling, 
life-giving work happening, this is the work of God. Wherever 
there is life in abundance, this is Jesus’ presence in our midst.” 
Where do you need words of comfort this day? What has 
troubled your heart? Continued anxieties over Corona virus? 
Worried for friends and loved ones? Longing to be back to 
normal – whatever that may be? Personal or professional rela-
tionships that are not what they could be? The death of 
someone you love? Worries for your children and grandchil-
dren? Medical events that are upcoming? How the bills will be 
paid and food will be placed on the table? Whatever comes to 
mind, come back to this passage where Jesus says 
“do not let your hearts be troubled.” We live an abundant life. 
A life that is abundant in many ways. We continue to see the 
ways Jesus is at work in our lives. I see Jesus at work in you. 
Despite fear and  worry, we offer one another the presence of 
Christ. I see Jesus at work in the life giving work of loving one 
another, this community, and Jesus. Jesus is in our midst. He 
goes before us and is preparing a place for us to follow. When 
we are afraid, we can turn to him. Through prayer we can lift 
our fears to Jesus and know that we are not alone. So. Be-
loved, do not let your hearts be troubled, but know that the 
work of God continues to be done by and for us in our midst. 
Thanks be to God 

  



plaining again that He is God, and there is a relationship be-
tween him and God. There is also a relationship between 
him, God, and the Holy Spirit. And among them and us. 
In short, Jesus says “when I talk, God talks.” And Jesus 
explains his mission. I’m relying on the commentary of Eliza-
beth Johnson to help think about some of this today.1 “This 
is the whole of Jesus’ mission, to make known the Father, to 
reveal who God is. Jesus, who has come from the bosom of 
the Father and is now returning there, is the fullest revela-
tion of the person and character of God. If we want to know 
who God is, we need look no further than Jesus. All the 
words that Jesus has spoken, all the works that he has 
done, come from God and show us who God is (14:10-11).” 
This passage has everything to do with life here and now 
because Jesus entrusts his mission to his disciples. “Very 
truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these 
because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask 
in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it” (14:13-14). 
Yet here is where Jesus’ promise becomes a little hard to 
swallow. Greater works than these? Really, Jesus? Greater 
works than healing the blind and raising the dead? And you 
will do whatever we ask in your name? We have all known 
the pain of praying for healing that did not come, of feeling 
powerless in the face of disease and death. How can these 
promises be true? Perhaps our problem is that in hearing 
these promises, we expect to do these greater works in the 
same way that Jesus did them -- with miraculous power that 
instantly solves the problem at hand. Yet even miracles are 
not guaranteed to produce faith. Many in John’s Gospel 
who witness the “signs” that Jesus performs have trouble 
seeing the work of God right before their eyes. Toward the 
end of John’s Gospel, Thomas sees the risen Lord and 
confesses,  
1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3238 
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John 14: 1-14 
14‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you?3And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know 
the way to the place where I am going.’ 5Thomas said to him, 
‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?’ 6Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 
8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.’9Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Fa-
ther”? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on 
my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works.11Believe me that I am in the Father and the  
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of 
the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, because I am going to the Fa-
ther. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Fa-
ther may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me 
for anything, I will do it. 
 
 
 
 
 



This scripture passage is one that may be familiar to you. As 
I told a friend last night, I have read or preached this pas-
sage at more funerals than I can count, and it is one that re-
minded me of a lot of the saints of God who are no longer 
here. But there is more to this text than funerals, and today 
is a day when we can see what else Jesus may be saying to 
us here and now through his words. This text comes as part 
of Jesus’ farewell discourse to his disciples. He is offering his 
last sermon, his last teachings to them as they gathered to-
gether for the final meal together. He has washed 
their feet, told them that he will be betrayed, seen Judas 
sneak off into the night to do just that. If you back up to the 
end of chapter 13,you see why Jesus’ disciples may have 
been troubled. “36 Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, where are 
you going?’ Jesus answered, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
follow me now; but you will follow afterwards.’ 37Peter said 
to him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down 
my life for you.’ 38Jesus answered, ‘Will you lay down 
your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock 
crows, you will have denied me three times.” 
 
Jesus offers them comfort in the wake of this news. He says 
“‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you?”. Jesus offers them this comfort, 
and also as he continues to speak, reminds them that they 
are still in relationship with God and God continues to care 
about them deeply. Thomas, concrete thinker that he is 
wants to make sure he has the literal directions to this place 
God has prepared for him. He says “we don't know where 
you're going, so how are we going to follow you 
there?” I think he verbalizes some of what we all wonder 
sometimes– Jesus you called us to follow you, but how do 
we know the way to get there? 
Verses 8-14 stood out in closer examination of ths passage. 
Particularly verse 8. 8 “Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the 
Father, 

and we will be satisfied.” Why weren’t they satisfied with 
Jesus? Didn't they know that he was the Son of God? What 
was it about Jesus that they did not recognize as God or in 
God? Jesus’ answer is this: (starting at verse 9) 9 Jesus an-
swered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been 
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the  Father’? 10 
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 
Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on 
my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who 
is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evi-
dence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, 
whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, 
and they will do even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will 
do it. One question I wondered when I read this was what 
tone of voice was Jesus using when he answered. He is at 
the end of a long journey and his ministry. This may have 
been one of the most important conversations he would 
have with the disciples as he told them yet again of God’s 
plan for him. And Phillip demands to see God. What might it 
sound like if Jesus is exasperated? “Don’t you know me, 
Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” It sounds 
really different than a pastoral, comforting Jesus. “Don’t you 
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? 
The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. 
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Fa-
ther is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the 
works themselves.” I think it may have been a mixture of the 
two. Jesus in his humanity had to have been frustrated. But 
in his divinity, he knew he needed to explain and comfort 
again. In these verses, he sets up some relationships, ex-


